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EDITOR’S COMMENTS   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Another season has been and gone. 
What a great summer it was. I don’t 
recall having to put on rainwear at all.    
I think that would be a first! 
 
The back-bone of our sport is 
petanque played at club level. There 
are some interesting articles from 
some of the clubs that have been 
active in playing interclub “friendly” 
melees and also an article from the 
Kapiti club on their annual Page Shield 
match between Kapiti College and 
Paraparaumu College. It would be 
great to see more of these types of 
events happening around the country. 
Maybe they are but we (the PNZ 
magazine) don‘t always get to hear of 
them. If you know of any event 
between clubs and schools please send 
in a report and some photos for 
publication.  
 
The National Club Championships were 
held once again in Rotorua and this 
has become a very popular event. This 
year there were 20 teams entered 
including four from the South Island. 
There is a photo feature of this 
tournament on pages 22, 2   and back

 
When you travel through France there 
are many public pistes to be seen. This 
summer under the guidance of Board 
member Ray Pierce a “Pop-Up” piste 
was constructed at the Wynyard 
Quarter on the Auckland waterfront. 
This was a great opportunity to put 
our game in front of the public. Well 
done to Ray and his team of 
supporters/volunteers. The Wynyard 
Pop-Up piste is featured in this edition. 
If there are other areas who have 
highly visible public pistes being used 
please let me know as I would love to 
feature them in the magazine as well. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Graeme Morris  
Editor  
Editorial Address: 
17 Hinau Place  
MASTERTON 5810 
Phone: 06 3787331 or 0272479370 
Email: petanquemag@xtra.co.nz 
 

Petanque New Zealand is published by the 
New Zealand Petanque Association. The 
contents of Petanque New Zealand are 
copyright and may not be reproduced in any 
form without the written permission of the 
publisher. Opinions expressed are those of 
the authors and may not necessarily be those 
of the New Zealand Petanque Association.   

Subscription rates: Four issues  
 
New Zealand $24.00  
 
Overseas rates on application 
  
Advertising rates are very competitive and 
available from the editor. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover photo: “Frosty” the Ice Inline 
mascot dressed for the Trans-
Tasman Petanque International 
Tournament in Alexandra.  
 

For Sale 
Petanque Boules 

Set of three handmade 
Lártisanale Stainless 
Steel competition boule 
$250 

Size 70 
Weight 655g 

 
Contact: 

Julie Leadbeater 
(09) 4419123 

Glenfield Auckland. 

 edition. 
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FRIENDLY WEEKEND WITH 
UPPER HUTT PETANQUE CLUB 
 
On the weekend of 7th and 8th 
November, Napier Petanque hosted 
thirteen members of Upper Hutt Club for 
a fun weekend.  
The Upper Hutt contingent travelled up 
on the Friday afternoon and Hawkes Bay 
turned on a typically stunning sunny 
weekend.   
Saturday morning was free for long late 
breakfasts or sightseeing, some taking 
the trip to Cape Kidnappers to see the 
gannets.   
With Napier Club members making up a 
field of 32, play took place over 
Saturday afternoon and Sunday 
morning, three 40-minute timed games 
each day.   
Saturday play was largely triples of 
mixed club teams so the two groups 
could get to know each other. 
The Upper Huttians and an equal 
number of Napierites retired to the 
Napier RSA for dinner on Saturday night. 
On Sunday teams of mainly mixed pairs 
were drawn.  
Individual scores were kept for each day 
and the weekend, and Dave Wilmshurst 
took out first prize of a bottle of Hawkes 
Bay’s finest for the highest scoring 
visitor. 
Play finished early Sunday afternoon 
followed by a barbeque and other 
refreshments before the visitors headed 
back down south. 
The Napier Club thoroughly enjoyed the 
weekend and appreciated Upper Hutt’s 
initiative in suggesting the meeting 
during the weekend of the Hawkes Bay 
Classic Doubles in September. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	  

	  

	  

“When I read about the evils of 
drinking, I gave up reading” 

- Henry Youngman 
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Phone: David (06) 379 7766
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Page	  Family	  Shield	  by	  -‐	  Marlene	  Barker	  

On	  Thursday	  26th	  November,	  Kapiti	  Petanque	  Club	  hosted	  the	  Kapiti	  and	  Paraparaumu	  Colleges	  in	  their	  
quest	  to	  win	  the	  Page	  Family	  Shield.	  	  This	  was	  presented	  to	  the	  club	  by	  the	  Page	  Family	  in	  1998	  and	  
the	  competition	  for	  this	  shield	  has	  been	  an	  annual	  event	  between	  the	  two	  colleges	  ever	  since.	  	  	  

The	  current	  holders	  were	  Paraparaumu	  and	  Kapiti	  College	  pupils	  set	  out	  to	  win	  the	  coveted	  trophy	  off	  
their	  opposition.	  Eight	  club	  members	  were	  there	  to	  assist	  where	  needed.	  	  	  It	  was	  a	  hard	  fought	  battle,	  
with	  a	  heap	  of	  groans,	  heckling	  and	  cheers	  when	  all	  went	  well.	  	  The	  twenty	  three	  pupils	  were	  all	  Year	  
10,	  taking	  French	  as	  their	  subject.	  	  I	  know	  that	  the	  four	  teachers	  attending	  expected	  their	  pupils	  to	  
converse	  in	  French,	  but	  it	  was	  hilarious	  to	  hear	  them	  make	  up	  words	  when	  their	  vocabulary	  didn’t	  
cover	  what	  they	  wanted	  to	  say.	  	  	  

The	  eventual	  winners	  were	  Kapiti	  College,	  much	  to	  their	  delight.	  	  Paraparaumu	  students	  were	  graceful	  
in	  defeat.	  	  	  	  

Nan	  Page	  presented	  the	  Shield	  to	  the	  winners.	  	  She	  spoke	  to	  the	  students	  and	  told	  them	  that	  she	  was	  
so	  impressed	  with	  their	  talent	  and	  that	  she	  had	  had	  an	  enjoyable	  afternoon.	  	  It	  was	  great	  to	  have	  her	  
there	  and	  I	  know	  the	  students	  were	  very	  appreciative	  of	  the	  opportunity	  to	  compete	  and	  to	  have	  a	  
member	  of	  the	  Page	  family	  there	  to	  present	  the	  trophy.	  	  	  

Speaking	  to	  Jo	  Maxwell	  after	  the	  competition,	  Nan	  said	  she	  was	  delighted	  to	  see	  how	  well	  kept	  the	  
property	  was	  and	  congratulated	  us	  on	  upholding	  the	  ideals	  of	  the	  original	  members.	  

Marlene	  Barker	  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	  

	  

	  



6   Petanque NZ Vol 4 Issue 10 - June 2016
	  

Alexandra Petanque Club 

By Marilyn Bunce 

Alexandra Petanque Club was formed in 2002 as a 
section of the District Club Bowling Club. Keen 
people toiled away digging up lawn, gardens and 
fences and then, with lots of good advice from 
Terry Holt of Dunedin, laid four large pistes beside 
the bowling green. Seating and shelter is shared 
by both clubs with attractive rose beds and neat 
lawns surrounding the area. 
 
Our 10th birthday was celebrated at the end of 
January 2012 with a 2 day tournament and party 
dinner. 
Two members from day one were made Life 
Members and the first president cut the birthday 
cake. 
With our Home piste area being too small, we 
struck a wonderful agreement with the Ice Skating 
Club. We use their car park, preen it for our 
tournaments have full use of their rooms and give 
them a donation after each use. It works 
extremely well and is beneficial to both clubs. 
 
The following January our birthday tournament 
changed to the Coventry Trophy weekend. The 
name coming from a trophy donated by the 
Thompsons from Coventry, UK, who so enjoyed 
their visit with us they donated an attractive glass 
trophy. 
 
The club applied for the NZ Singles in 2008 and 
forty brave players came from all over NZ to test 
the new pistes which was heralded as being 
challenging but fun to play on. Phew! 
 
Beaming with our success, we instigated the South 
Island Seniors Tournament held in mid-November 
as a pre run to the NZ Seniors. This successful 
tournament gathers in players from Invercargill to 
Christchurch and is always hotly contested. The 
trophy is a large polished local marled pink and 
black stone mounted on a wooden base. 
 
We hold 2/3 tournaments yearly at Ice Inline and 
in 2014 it was decided, after much discussion, that 
we had enough experience to apply for the 2016 
Trans-Tasman. The waters were tested early in 
2015 by approaching the PNZ Board to find out if 
we had a feasible offering for such a prestigious 
tournament.  A Letter of Intent was written in 
February 2015  
outlining our reasons for applying, including 
marvellous travel and sight-seeing advantages for 
visitors. 
 
Colin and I were both in the TT tournament in 
Avoca in March 2015 and quite unashamedly 
pushed our case to both sides, possibly to the 
point of becoming quite boring. 
 

 All interested clubs were asked to submit a formal 
application with the successful club to be 
announced in April. Anzac weekend at the NZ 
Clubs tournament brought the news that Alexandra 
was the chosen Club. Yippee! 
 
Things then happened very quickly. By the 
beginning of May, PNZ booked our recommended 
accommodation. We booked both pre and post 
tournament venues plus Ice InLine for the 
tournament week. With the important stuff 
organised we sat back and mulled over what our 
club could do to make this a memorable occasion. 
Slowly ideas were chucked around with some kept 
and others flung out. A few 'special' ideas began to 
stick and over September/ October these were 
finalised, organised and filed in the 'Secret' basket. 
So I'm sorry, but you will just have to wait until 
20-22 March 2016 to find what the secrets are all 
about! 
 
Before finalising these ideas, they were discussed 
with PNZ for approval. The Board was excellent 
with helping us fine tune details such as catering, 
timing for the social occasions, opening ceremony, 
who should be there, etc. 
 
After the winter months when the car park is fully 
used, it is flat and smooth as a kitchen table, but a 
week prior to the S I Seniors tournament, the 
ground will be harrowed and brushed to bring it up 
to playing standard. Our Coventry tournament will 
bring further grooming, and it will be re-groomed a 
week before the TT. 
 
The attached club rooms are generous with a well-
planned roomy kitchen and a servery to a large 
communal area where everybody can enjoy their 
coffee and a gossip on comfy chairs at round 
tables. This building is about 6 steps from the 
terrain and tent shelters which we hope will be 
needed for shelter from the bright sun shining 
down upon the tournament! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grooming	  the	  terrain	  for	  Trans-‐Tasman	  
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By Graeme Morris 
 

What a Trans-Tasman it was too! The 
Alexandra Petanque Club did a wonderful job. 
The preparation of the terrain, the provision 
of excellent food, the social activities and 
prize-giving dinner on the Sunday night were 
all well organised and made the weekend a 
most enjoyable and successful occasion.  
Congratulations to all involved. 
The Trans-Tasman weekend started with an 
informal melee held at the picturesque and 
historic Como Villa Estate Vineyard across the 

Clutha River 
from Alexandra 
Township.  
A good 
gathering of well 
over 50 New 
Zealand and 
Australian 
representative 
players plus 
local club 
players and 
supporters from 
far and wide, 

were drawn into teams for a Boule Vite (quick 
boule) tournament.  

 
 
It was a very enjoyable afternoon played in 
very warm sunshine. Many players joined in 
the spirit of St. Patrick’s Day and dressed for 
the occasion. 
 
 

Friday was a practice day for the international 
teams followed by a “meet and greet” 
evening at the Alexandra RSA. 
Then it was Saturday and National Anthems 
plus a welcome Powhiri conducted by the 
Kapa Haka group from Dunstan High School 
(Alexandra) and an opening address from the 
Deputy Mayor of Central Otago Neil Gillespie. 
And so the tournament began. It was the 
usual competitive rivalry between the two  
countries. At the end of the first two rounds 
both, the open and senior teams, had split 
the rounds with Australia and scores were 
level at 12 points each. 
Round three which was doubles saw both the 
New Zealand teams get the advantage each 
winning 4 games to Australia’s 2. Round four 
which was again doubles saw the New 
Zealand Open team take a big leap forward 
winning 5 games to 1 and the seniors won 4 
games to 2. At the end of day one (after 5 
rounds, New Zealand open had a 40 to 20 
advantage and the New Zealand seniors 38 to 
22.  
Sunday saw both New Zealand teams widen 
the gap and the open team had retained their 
Trans-Tasman trophy by the end of round 7 
of 10 and the seniors took a round longer to 
complete their win with 2 rounds to spare. All 
the remaining rounds were completed and the 
final scores were: 
New Zealand Open 81 Australia 39 
New Zealand Seniors 79 Australia 41 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	  

Jubilant New Zealand Open Team 

2016 Trans-Tasman 
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The teams were: 

Australia Open: 
Harold Dercy, Kim Douglas, Lynn Dufresne, 
Patrick Defresne, Pascal Dufroux, Vick 
Khadaroo, Bridie Kinghorn, Kate Mangan, 
Shirley Marshall, Bronson Romani, Monique 
Tourneur, Dom Welsh.  
Coach: Patrick Dufresne 
Australia Senior: 
Lillian Caruana, Max Chaperon, Danny Green, 
Lindsay Kinghorn, Medgee Lebrasse, Walter 
Lubtschenko, Danielle Marchand, Margaret 
McCormick, John Rowe, Jenny Silva, Gilbert 
Tourneur, Judy Whiteaker. 
Coach: Lindsay Kinghorn 

New Zealand Open: 
Richard Browne, Sharon Cannon, Bruno Falco, 
Christian Fouquet, Annick Le Guen, Stephane 
Montel, Junior Puleitu, Christine Strichen, 
Georgio Vakauta, Ruby Vakauta, Kathleen 
Wallace, Claire Wilson. 
Coaches: Men – John Greig 
Women – Michael Rocks   
New Zealand Senior: 
Claire Bradburn, Marilyn Bunce, Neville Frost, 
Kay George, Lewis Gill, Pete Hamilton, Shirley 
MacDonald, Margaret Maher, Graeme Morris, 
Sheryl Parslow, Bill Peachey, Ray Pierce. 
Coaches: Men – Murray Porter 
Women – Jean Parley   
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After the Trans-Tasman 
By Shirley MacDonald 

 
The journey began in Alex 
 as homeward bound were we, 
Queenstown was our target 
 Annick, Claire, Chris and me. 
 
Reaching our destination 
 [the scenery's just - oh boy!] 
We managed to find a park 
 in the building, with much joy. 
 
Annick announced " We go out here" 
 as we set off for the town, 
But we came out on the rooftop 
 we'd gone up, instead of down! 
 
After many stairs and locked doors 
 - the mirth was rising fast, 
With thoughts of being lost, until 
 the exit, phew - at last! 
 
Off we went for loo and lunch 
 [one of them was urgent!] 
Eggs Benedict with Salmon 
 well worth the money spent. 
 
One of us was feeling ill 
 as round the town we rambled, 
What went down as poached eggs 
 came back up as scrambled! 
 
Once we got to Christchurch 
 someone had to buy a pie, 
But what should have been tomato sauce 
 was jam instead - oh my! 
 
Due to many antics 
 on the way - I can't name names, 
It was the perfect ending 
 after winning all those games. 
 
We had an awesome weekend 
 with lots of fun, no fear, 
And with such a good result all round 
 we look forward to next year. 
 

	  

Victorious New Zealand Senior Team 
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From the Past 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In January 2008 three top French players 
and their manager (Victor Nataf) undertook a 
brief visit to New Zealand. The three players 
(Philippe Quintais, Phillippe Suchaud and 
Bruno Rocher) are all multi World 
Champions. Quintais has 8 world triples 
championships, 4 world championships at 
shooting and has been coach of 2 world 
championship winning French teams. He has 
also won 11 French championships.  

Suchaud has won 10 world triples 
championships and 11 French 
championships. 

Bruno Rocher has won 1 world triples 
championship and 7 French Championships 
and his eldest son Dylan has already won 
junior and senior world championships. 

It was a great coup to have such petanque 
“Royalty” visit New Zealand.  

They played in the New Zealand Open 
championship in Auckland and then travelled 
down to the Masterton Petanque club where 
they took part in an open melee. Local 
players had the opportunity to play with and 
against them and they then followed this by 
doing the same at the Otaki Petanque club. 

For those of you who were playing petanque 
at that time and were fortunate enough to 
see them in action and even play with or 
against I hope this brings back great 
memories. For those of you newer to the 
game in New Zealand this is just a taste of 
one of the highlights of petanque in New 

you can get your hands on the 2008 Summer 
Edition of the magazine. - Ed 

	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	  

	  

Philippe Suchaud demonstrates his 
skills by shooting a boule out of his 
team mate Phillippe Quintais’ hand 
during their demonstration at 
Masterton Petanque club 

Zealand. You can see a full report of the tour if 

Phone: David (06) 379 7766
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33	  eme	  NATIONAL	  DE	  PERIGUEUX	  –	  By	  Dennis	  Pointer	  

We	  were	  on	  holiday	  in	  the	  Dordogne	  staying	  at	  Brantome	  and	  decided	  to	  take	  family	  members	  for	  a	  day	  trip	  
into	  Perigueux	  to	  visit	  the	  cathedral	  and	  market.	  	  Having	  visited	  a	  number	  of	  times,	  we	  were	  	  familiar	  with	  the	  

city	   car	  parks	  and	  we	  were	   surprised	   to	   find	  
they	  were	  all	   full	  up.	   	  Undaunted	  we	  parked	  
on	   the	   outskirts	   and	   walked	   the	   two	  
kilometres	  uphill	  into	  the	  city.	  	  We	  were	  only	  
halfway	   up	   when	   we	   heard	   the	   familiar	  
sound	  of	  “iron	  hitting	  wood”.	  	  As	  we	  crested	  
the	   hill	   the	   scene	   which	   unfolded	   will	   be	  
forever	   remembered.	   	   This	   tree	   lined	   gravel	  
park	   appeared	   to	   go	   on	   forever,	   probably	  
three	   to	   four	   hundred	   metres	   long	   with	  
overhead	  lights	  and	  seating	  areas.	  	  The	  whole	  
area	  was	  covered	  with	  people.	  Men,	  women,	  
old,	   and	   young	   playing	   the	   national	   game	  
Petanque.	   	   We	   had	   stumbled	   upon	   the	  

Perigueux	  national	  championship	  with	  over	  eighteen	  hundred	  participants	  and	  the	  accompanying	  trade	  stands	  
for	  all	  your	  clothing	  needs	  and	  boules.	  	  We	  were	  very	  fortunate	  to	  watch	  and	  enjoy	  this	  very	  competitive	  sport	  
and	  be	  amazed	  with	   the	  extraordinary	  accuracy	  of	   some	  of	   the	  highly	   respected	   top	  players.	   	   In	  our	   limited	  
French	  we	  were	  able	  to	  watch	  the	  top	  favourite	  teams	  and	  
they	  were	  very,	  very	  good.	  We	  will	  be	  returning	  to	  France	  in	  
2017	  and	  will	  revisit.	  
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Off To Petanque 

I wake up in the morning, what’s the weather like today                                           
We are going to Petanque, there is five games to play                                              
It’s time to wake up honey, time to rise and shine                                                         
I will load the car, all of yours and mine                                                                     
Go out to the garage, I’ve left the car lights on                                                       
Looks like we’ll still be here, when the others have all 
gone  
 
Ringing up our friends, can you come and help us out  
And when they open up the bar, that’s when I’ll get to 
shout                              
Then we’re on our way, off to the terrain                                                              
Joking about my mishap, helps to ease the pain                                                    
Club captain bids us welcome, says a raffle we can buy                                        
Whilst umpire looks on quietly, on us he’ll keep an eye 
 
The tournament director stands up proudly, does his 
usual speech                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Reminds us of the rules, the ones we cannot breach                                                 
Out on to the piste good luck I say to you                                                            
Shake hands and being friendly, the proper thing to do                                     
Enjoying all the games, playing against a gun                                                   
Restricting them their score, winning by just one 
 
Chatting up the ladies, joking with the guys                                                          
Whilst having lunch of coffee, donuts and two pies                                                  
Two more rounds to go, two more teams to beat                                                   
There are some new  players, that we will now just meet                                       
Now the games are over, the points are tallied up                                                  
Soon we will know , who gets to hold the cup 

 
At the presentation, applauses you will hear                                                            
And now the bar is open, I’ll shout my friends that beer                                      
Talking about the games, and what might have been                                    
Remarking about the pointing and shooting we have seen                                 
Another day has ended, it’s been a lot of fun                                                                     
Petanque is for enjoyment, with each and every one  

                                                                                                                            
David Corley 
                                                                                                                                
Manawatu Petanque 
                                                                                                                                

 
	  

Example is not the main 
thing in influencing others. 
It’s the only thing 

-  Dr. Albert Schweitzer 
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A Visit to a Dutch Club By Trevor and Sue Nielson, Tauranga Bay of Plenty Petanque 

Club 

We left our cruise ship in Rotterdam and had a week to wing it in the Netherlands before going to 
the new season’s concert of Andre Rieu in his hometown of Maastricht. 

I found a petanque calendar on the Netherlands Petanque Federation Website. There was an 
International tournament which sort of fitted in with our dates. We could arrive at our lodgings in 
Utrecht by train on the Saturday morning, organise ourselves and go to an area called Zeist 20 
mins away on the Sunday. 

Our host Jolanda searched the local transport and gave us instructions of how we could get there. 
The local bus stop was a 2 mins walk and a 20 minute bus ride. Explaining to the bus driver in 
English was a bit difficult and he didn’t know where the Petanque Les Callioux was. My 
pronunciation of the stop we had to get off was the problem. I thought we were going to do a 
circuit because I couldn’t see the signposts and then I saw the street name. We couldn’t believe it 
when we looked up the road and there was a sign pointing us down a street through a beautiful 

park. 	  The	  park	   had	  lots	  of	  walkways	  and	  was	  
surrounded	  by	   trees	  and	  a	  lake.	  Walking	  for	  5	  minutes	  
we	  came	  to	  
another	  
petanque	  sign,	  
we	  turned	  right	  
and	  looking	  down	  

	  	  

	  

this	  avenue	  we	  could	  see	  players	  all	  the	  way	  to	  the	  
end	  of	  the	  road.	  Pistes	  had	  been	  prepared	  outside	  
the	  club	  grounds	  by	  laying	  sand	  all	  along	  the	  tar	  
seal	  and	  then	  each	  piste	  was	  the	  width	  of	  the	  road	  
and	  the	  length	  determined	  by	  a	  piece	  of	  two	  by	  
two	  timber	  hinged	  and	  laid	  on	  the	  road.	  This	  was	  

for	  the	  Sunday	  social	  event.	  Young	  people	  were	  playing	  with	  Mums	  and	  Dads	  and	  it	  was	  pretty	  
competitive.	  I	  was	  surprised	  when	  we	  left	  how	  the	  sand	  remained	  tight	  and	  I	  didn’t	  see	  any	  rakes.	  The	  
Club	  was	  situated	  behind	  vegetation	  off	  this	  road.	  They	  had	  a	  large	  Clubroom	  with	  a	  high	  roof.	  This	  
wasn’t	  being	  used	  except	  for	  the	  facilities	  but	  lends	  itself	  to	  the	  winter	  for	  when	  rain/snow	  may	  become	  
a	  problem	  for	  club	  events.	  

All round the building were pistes with dead boule lines strung including the trees which also had a 
metre wide string around them. The main pistes were in the front and had no side strings and 
were protected from the public by portable fencing.  The fencing was used by Obut, the principal 
sponsor, to plastic tag their signage to.	  

Part	  of	  the	  Club	  terrain	  was	  set	  aside	  to	  accommodate	  Scorers,	  organisers,	  officials,	  seating	  and	  eating.	  

The Netherlands Obut English speaking agent had a space with all the latest gear and sets of 
boule. Very tempting but we were already overloaded.  

Zeist Petanque Club Clubhouse 

The river leading to the terrain 

Temporary pistes along the roadway 
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Have a look at the Super Cou on the following link and zoom the image to see that they have 
micro striation lines. These are good for players who like to feel the boule. 
http://store.obut.com/competition-boules/super-cou-carbon-steel.html 

The games were untimed to 13. We were lucky on the Sunday to find out they stop play at 12pm 
in the Doubles Tournament and play the final of the Saturdays Triples. We were able to watch a 
Belgium team beat a French team 13/0.  

At the end of the game a young man asked Sue what the result was. From that conversation came 
the news he was a reporter for a local Dutch paper and wanted to do a write up about these 
visiting Kiwi’s. Next it was photos on the terrain and exchange of cards. Unfortunately I lost their 
card and all my searching has failed to come up with a write up. Maybe the Editor didn’t want to 
print it. 

The Obut Agent supplied the trophies and prizes of boules and dart boards. No doubt another of 
his agencies. They were playing for a prize pool of 2000 Euros. How was the standard of play? Just 
only a fraction higher than our best players. NZ players could compete and win on a good day. 

While waiting for lunch to cook I got into a conversation with a couple of the lady volunteers 
serving and they told me that they had had a New Zealand Women’s team come to their club to 
train before going to the World Championships in Turkey. They had been part of the opposition 
practice teams.  

The Les Callioux club had two people selling plastic tokens. You had to buy six each time @ 1 euro 
each and it paid for all your drinks and food. No tokens, no goods. It kept control of the financial 
side of the Club and what had been sold. 

We met the President who could speak English, asked lots of questions and had an enjoyable day 
out. We would recommend a visit to the club and perhaps an entry into the yearly tournament. 

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	   	  

	  

	  

The club’s indoor terrain  Belgium playing France 

Merchandise Stand 

Medallists  
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Petanque at Waikanae Beach 

I recently spent a weekend at the beach at Waikanae on the Kapiti Coast. As we left we 
drove past the public piste opposite the cafes and dairy. There was a group of six “senior 
citizens” enjoying a game or two under the macrocarpa trees. This is the sort of scene 
you see when travelling in France. I just had to stop and introduce myself and take 
photos for the magazine. One of the gentlemen was a member of the Kapiti petanque 
club but the others (as far as I am aware) were just a group of friends and enthusiasts 
who play each week on Monday mornings. They were enjoying a very relaxing time just 
”hanging out” with mates. Fantastic! 
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MEMORIES – By Diane Findlay 

By now most of our Petanque “family”” 
will know that the Christchurch Petanque 
Clubrooms have been demolished as a 
direct result of the damage caused not 
only by Christchurch earthquakes but by 
the ravages of time. 

While our Club can recognise that the 
building was well past repair, its demise 
opens up opportunities for either future 
development of our current site or 
possible relocation to another area of 
Hagley Park. Discussions are underway 
with various parties and CCC and 
although the way forward is still not 
clear, progress is being made albeit very 
slowly. 

As I look at the now vacant site, 
memories keep flooding back. Some are 
sad, some funny and all are tinged with 
a sense of nostalgia but all went towards 
the creation and continuance of 
Christchurch Petanque. 

Highlights have been the many happy 
times spent at Tournaments and social 
events ranging from Trans-Tasman to 
corporate events. Who can forget the 
performances of YMCA and the flashing 
Belles of St Mary’s complete with 
strategically placed bells, fundraising by 
the making of dozens of lamingtons 
spreading coconut everywhere, the great 
paper plane races from the top balcony 
and “Targett” practice by aiming boules 
into a scribed target on the terrain 
below.  

The area has been notable for its wild 
life. We have protected duck nests, 
ducklings, rescued native owls, allowed 
starlings to nest in the foyer and finish 
rearing their young before nest removal, 
rescued 6 kittens and last but not least 
there was Boris. Boris only appeared 
after corporate evenings and yes Boris 
was a white rat probably dumped like 

many other animals in the area. We 
figured that if Boris had the manners not 
to appear during corporate events then 
we would leave him alone. However CCC 
were not so understanding and we think 
he fell victim to their regular baiting of 
the area. 

As I look around, the terrain is still there 
for the time being, the building has gone 
but the spirit that created Christchurch 
Petanque remains. 
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Petanque  
 The Game of Leisure!!!  

By Graeme Morris 
 

The popular impression of the game 
we play and love so much is, to 
many, a game best played with a 
glass of wine or pastis in one hand 
and a boule in the other. It is seen 
as a game played on the beach or on 
the lawn at home in a very relaxed 
environment. 

But to those of us who play it 
competitively, it is a game of much 
more. It is a  game of tactics, a 
game of debate and discussion. But 
how strenuous is it really and how 
much exercise do we get from 
playing the game? I know from 
personal experience that at the end 
of a day’s play at a tournament after 
5 or 6 games I am fairly “shattered”.  

The fact that we can also be playing 
on some very rough and stony 
surfaces also adds to the fatigue at 
the end of the day. 

So, at the 2015 PNZ National Senior 
Championship played at Kapiti 
Petanque Club, I wore a pedometer 
for every game I played during the 
tournament. I recorded the number 
of steps I took, the distance in 
kilometres that I travelled and the 
calories burned according to my 
trusty pedometer. I also recorded 
the score of each game. It is 
interesting to note the correlation 
between the exercise generated and 
the closeness (or otherwise) of the 
score of the games. 

The table in the next column shows 
the results of the study. The games 
were timed 60 minutes plus 2 ends 
up until the knockout stage. 

 

 

 

 

Game 
Number  

Steps 
Taken 

Distance 
Travelled 

Km 

Calories 
Burned 

Match 
Score 

1 2242 1.34 120.7 6/9 
2 2035 1.22 109.2 12/8 
3 1457 .87 78.7 10/6 
4 1293 .77 68.5 13/3 
5 1585 .95 84.7 13/7 
6 1702 1.02 92.6 10/8 

Summary 
Day One  

10314 6.17 554.4 - 

7 1374 .82 74.2 13/3 
8 1889 1.13 102.0 12/13 
9 1880 1.12 101.6 12/9 
10 1733 1.03 93.3 13/10 
11 1575 .94 85.4 6/13 

Summary 
Day Two 

8451 5.04 456.5 - 

Tournament 
Totals  

1876.5 11.21 1010.9 - 

 

So, the results show that over the 
duration of a two day national 
tournament a player can take just 
under 20,000 steps walk almost  
12 kilometres and burn over 1000 
calories. This is not counting the 
exercise we get between games by 
walking to give the score in, get a 
cup of tea or coffee from the club 
rooms and generally walking around 
the terrain meeting up with friends. 
It also doesn’t take into account the 
exercise we get bending to pick up 
boule (yes, some players use a lifter 
for various reasons) or bending to 
measure boule. 
 
So, the next time someone tells you 
that competitive petanque is not 
strenuous, give them some of these 
facts and figures. 
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Oceania Championship 2016 - Vanuatu 

- By Stefany Frost Team Manager 

The journey of the PNZ teams to this biannual Championship was somewhat ill fated to put it 
mildly and for those involved it was more like a nightmare at times.  

Originally planned for May 2015 in Port Vila, Vanuatu plans were thrown into chaos when Tropical 
Cyclone Pam struck Vanuatu in March 2015, creating one of the worst natural disasters in the 
history of Vanuatu.   Recovery was never going to be quick, so the tournament was rescheduled to 
November 2015 and later to March 2016. 

Once confirmed, teams were selected (six men and six women), and they, plus a manager, a 
coach and four supporters made arrangements to get to Vanuatu.   All was on track till a few 
weeks before when Air NZ cancelled all flights because the conditions of the runway were 
unsuitable for larger aircraft.   Those booked on Air NZ had to rebook with Air Fiji, (á costs, 
changes to days, more time off work, a stopover in Fiji on the way home, changes to hotel 
bookings) and so it continued.   All 18 people showed their tenacity by rebooking and taking it on 
the chin.  Then we had some issues with uniforms (which had to be reordered and reprinted and 
were consequently very late in arriving).   Once they did arrive they had been printed with Oceanic 
instead of Oceania... in hindsight this proved to be a symbol of a challenging trip which players 
decided to leave as a reminder rather than get them reprinted on our return. 

Once at the airport, it seemed all would be plain sailing (no pun intended) … but no.   To cut a 
very long story short there followed a series of difficulties: E tickets that didn’t match passports; 
duty free being confiscated; No luggage for 13 of our contingent and no possibility for 48 hours till 
Air Fiji’s next flight to Vanuatu i.e. no uniforms, no boules, no medications, no toiletries, no 
clothes; Organisers wanting to start the tournament a day early i.e. less than 12 hours after we 
arrived with no luggage;   Add to this a tropical storm and the death of a New Caledonian official, 
both of which postponed play early on two different days; overflowing portaloos; personal dramas 
for the team of red eye (trip to hospital and another to a GP), vomiting and diarrhoea, delays 
which caused one player to miss the triples event and a new player having to be brought into the 
team; extreme heat and humidity; a lack of drinking water; need I go on? 

On top of everything, probably the most frustrating was the organisation of the tournament: 
playing at all hours of the day and night; stopping games in the middle of them for lunch or 
celebration dinners; the lack of English translation; a complex format; and a lack of information 
before and during the tournament. 

Those were the conditions under which our 13 amazing players and their supporters battled and 
came up smiling every single day.   The players stayed focused and positive and gave everything 
they had and I, as their manager, was exceptionally proud of every one of them.   

The highlights and some of the positives were two GOLD medals (Men’s pointing – Georgio 
Vakauta and Women’s triples – Jean Parley, Margaret Maher, Claire Bradburn).    We also had a 
number of 4th places which so easily could have led to more medals.    The medal ceremonies were 
very special and emotional, even the one at 1.00am in the morning!   The opening parade down 
the main street of Port Vila was a definite highlight as were the local people of Vanuatu, who were 
wonderful, positive, generous people.   Finally, the reception at Auckland airport by the Northcote 
/ Auckland Petanquer’s with banners and placards was a wonderful way to end what could only be 
described as an eventful, challenging trip. 
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Pop-Up Piste – by Ray Pierce  

One of my Port-folio responsibilities since being co-opted onto the PNZ Board in January 2015 was 
taking up the challenge of promoting petanque. 
It was therefore a natural instinct to investigate ways to promote our sport through the 
enhancement of public interest involving all ages. 

The Auckland University and NZ Business School were consulted in March 2015 for purposes of 
compiling promotional material. However, after a short period, we decided to change tac. 

An attempt to reinstate the area at Victoria Park, (removed, due to the Construction of the 
tunnel), became a rather protracted exercise. However we have always believed this area could 
remain a future option for promotional purposes, depending on outcomes elsewhere. 

Finally in August of 2015, I made contact with Waterfront Auckland Development (now 
known as Panuku Development Auckland). 

We discussed the prospect of establishing a terrain near the Waterfront, essentially to provide an 
area to expose our sport in the Public arena. 

At this point we were advised that allocating a permanent area might prove prohibitive but the 
meeting was positive. 

Photos of proposed sites were submitted for consideration and after further consultation, a 
meeting was held  on 23rd October with key persons present from Panuku Development Auckland, 
including the Senior Urban designer. They are directly responsible for committing to achieve and 
showcase sustainable development through the redevelopment of the waterfront.  

Another meeting was attended on 27th October, and it was an instantaneous decision to agree on 
the location of the Wynyard site. Further good news was received on 3rd December when it was 
confirmed that we could proceed with this 
project without resource consent. The area was 
made available to us after the harbour swim on 
13th December 2015. 

The terrain was constructed on 15th 
December by Auckland Club members, Bruce 
Cooper and Roger Brown. 

The terrain is situated adjacent to the Karanga 
Plaza, Wynyard Quarter Information 
centre, Tewero movable Pedestrian Bridge, Expo 
Centre, ASB Building and Restaurants. 

It was timely for us to promote the Sport of 
Petanque, as the NZ Open tournament was being held on 30th-31st January 2016 at Herne Bay, 
Auckland. New Zealand will also host the Oceania championships in 2017, the venue of which is 
still to be determined. 

We also received a commitment from TV1, to have their Breakfast Programme go live from the 
Wynyard Petanque terrain.  

Only one week after the construction of the terrain it was deemed to be a success. The interaction 
with people, the excitement of seeing the joy on the young faces when they achieve a boule close 
to the cochonnet, the stories from the tourists telling about their experiences of playing the game 
overseas, the support received from staff at Panuku Development Auckland, and the enjoyment of 
members visiting and assisting in this opportunity of enhancing the sport of Petanque. 

It is a vibrant area with thousands of people at times, taking a stroll. We look forward to a repeat 
performance, next Summer.” 



	  

National Club Championships 2016 – Rotorua 

On the weekend of 23rd and 24th April the 8th New Zealand Club Championships were held at 
Rotorua’s Government Gardens. There was a record 20 teams from 17 clubs participating, 
including 4 from the South Island. The 2 new clubs on the scene were Petanque Taieri and 
Manawatu. This is a great tournament with an excellent atmosphere and players enjoy the 
opportunity to play as a club team of 6. 
Below are a few words from a member of one of those new clubs, Manawatu, about the 
experience: 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

Below and on page 22, 23 and on the back cover are some photos from the 

 

tournament taken by Cherye Roche who was with the  
Kennedy Park Petanque Club. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Enthusiasm can be like a fire that needs an occasional poke with a stick. That was how I felt when it 
was suggested that Manawatu  put in a team for the National Club Championship 2016 which was to be 
played at the Rotorua Pétanque club over Anzac Weekend. 

Our club had been growing rapidly and has a great sense of   TEAM( Together Everyone Achieves 
More).  But it had been  years (if ever) since the club had entered a team. It was decided to enter a  
Seniors  (over 60)  team. A problem we had to overcome  was - would we reach a  respectable 
standard or would we look like bunnies?      

Thanks to the internet, accommodation, at a very reasonable cost, was found. Two couples booked at 
Silver Oaks only to discover that there were two motels /hotels with this name. 

On arrival at the venue we were warmly welcomed by individuals from various Wellington Clubs. The 
camaraderie existing  between  clubs  in this area was a confidence boost to us ‘newbies.’  

The games, some hard and some not so hard, gave us an  insight into how we are performing as a 
club. We were very pleased to see that in the final results we were fourth in the seniors and fourteenth 
overall. This from a club that had 9 members just a few years ago. The ‘jewel in our crown ‘ was our 
version of ‘These are my favourite things’ -pity we weren’t better singers. We are preparing for next 
year already. – Elva Cooper 

Final Placings  

1. Bay View 51  
2. Herne Bay Green 46.5 
3. Wanganui East 42,  
4. Masterton 37.5 
5. Mange Cailloux 36  
6. St. George 36  
7. Kennedy Park 33  
8. Dunedin City 33  
9. Christchurch 30 
10. Herne Bay Gold 30 
11. Northcote Red 28.5 
12. Alexandra 27 
13. Kapiti 27 
14. Manawatu 24 
15. Herne Bay White 24 
16. Hibiscus Coast 21 
17. Taieri 21 
18. Tauranga 18 
19. Northcote Blue 18 
20. Napier City 16.5 

	  

Bayview Petanque Club

 

2016 Club Champions

 
 

Kennedy Park Petanque Club
2016 Senior Club Champions
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Auckland	  

Cockle	  Bay	  	  
Shelly	  Beach	  Parade	  
Cockle	  Bay,	  Auckland	  	  
Gail	  McGaghey	  
mcgoo@ihug.co.nz	  
Epsom	  
77	  The	  Drive,	  Epsom	  
Raewyn	  King	  09	  625	  5823	  
epsombowls@xtra.co.nz	  
Herne	  Bay	  
Salisbury	  Reserve,	  Salisbury	  St	  
Herne	  Bay,	  Auckland	  
Laurel	  Priestley	  09	  378	  7082	  	  
clem.laurel@gmail.com	  	  
Hibiscus	  Coast	  
Hibiscus	  Coast	  Leisure	  Centre	  	  
Brightside	  Road	  	  
Stanmore	  Bay	  	  
Bill	  Peachey	  09	  4205130	  
bill.lynn@hotmail.com	  
Kennedy	  Park	  	  
J.F.	  Kennedy	  Park	  	  
Castor	  Bay	  
North	  Shore	  City	  
Angela	  and	  Miles	  Maxted	  
094783138	  
Angela.maxted@gmail.com	  
Mt.	  Albert	  Vikings	  
Gribblehurst	  Park	  
203	  Sandringham	  Road	  
Auckland	  	  
Georgio	  Vakauta	  021	  1579782	  
gvakauta@ellis.co.nz	  
Northcote	  
Maritime	  Terrace	  
Little	  Shoal	  Bay	  
Barry	  or	  Sina	  Anderson	  	  
09	  8451966	  
barrieandsina@xtra.co.nz	  
Panmure	  Pioneers	  
Mt.	  Wellington	  Bowling	  Club	  
Matapan	  Road	  	  
Panmure	  
Auckland	  	  
Andrew	  Mailei	  09	  5253745	  
maileia@sjc.school.nz	  
St.	  George	  
Shelley	  Beach	  Parade	  
Cockle	  Bay	  
Howick	  Auckland	  	  
Jayne	  Heron	  09	  5339521	  
j.heron@xtra.co.nz	  
St	  Heliers	  
St	  Heliers	  Bowling	  Club	  
Vellenoweth	  Green	  
Goldie	  Street,	  St	  Heliers	  
Adrienne	  Grogan	  09	  5756617	  
flying.angel77@xtra.co.nz	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
Stanley	  Bay	  	  
20	  Stanley	  Point	  Road	  	  
Devonport	  
Charles	  Parley	  09	  4452517	  
parleys@xtra.co.nz	  
	  
Central	  
Bay	  View	  
Murray	  Porter	  06	  8367023	  
murray.porter@nz.hjheinz.com	  
Hawkes	  Bay	  Lawn	  Tennis/	  Squash	  
Higgins	  Street	  	  
Marewa,	  Napier	  
Robin	  Johnson	  06	  8243330	  
robinj@xnet.co.nz	  
Napier	  City	  
Nelson	  Park	  
Kennedy	  Road	  (City	  End),	  Napier	  	  
Angela	  Cottingham	  06	  8442103	  
napierpetanque@gmail.com	  
Tauranga	  Bay	  of	  Plenty	  Club	  
Mt.	  Maunganui	  
Kawaka	  Street	  
Neita	  Stewart	  07	  5723768	  
stewartneita@gmail.com	  
Cliff	  Road	  Petanque	  
Robbins	  Reserve,	  Cliff	  Road,	  
Tauranga	  
Marilyn	  MacIver	  07	  5792885	  
hecandmm@xtra.co.nz	  
Whakatane	  
Whakatane	  Rose	  Gardens	  	  
McGarvey	  Road	  	  
Johan	  Groeneveld	  07	  3087121	  
igroen@xnet.co.nz	  
Wellington	  
Hataitai	  
Hataitai	  Bowling	  Club	  
159	  Hataitai	  Rd	  
Hataitai	  
Margret	  Fleck	  04	  2358474	  
Fleck-‐cowper@clear.net.nz	  
Horowhenua	  	  
Western	  Park	  
Tiro	  Tiro	  Road,	  Levin	  
June	  Cave	  
cavewoman@clear.net.nz	  
Kapiti	  
Paraparaumu	  Domain	  
Aorangi	  Road,	  Paraparaumu	  
June	  Cody	  04	  9040568	  
jbcody@clear.net.nz	  
	  
Manawatu	  
74	  North	  Street	  
Palmerston	  North	  
Noeline	  Corley	  06	  3542632	  	  
palmy.corley@xtra.co.nz	  
Masterton	  
Queen	  Elizabeth	  Park	  
Masterton	  	  
Graeme	  Morris	  06	  3787331	  
graememorris@xtra.co.nz	  

Otaki	  
15	  Waerenga	  Road	  	  
Otaki	  
Val	  Clarke	  06	  3645213	  
val-‐david@xtra.co.nz	  
Pacific	  Paradise	  	  
Liz	  Rocks	  04	  9730011	  
erocks@paradise.net.nz	  
Park	  Avenue	  	  
Lower	  Hutt	  
Simon	  Grant	  049383210	  
grants@paradise.net.nz	  
Silverstream	  
28A	  Penrose	  St.	  Lower	  Hutt	  
Owen	  Davie	  04	  5695387	  
daviefamily@xtra.co.nz	  
Upper	  Hutt	  
Maidstone	  Park,	  Upper	  Hutt	  
Colleen	  Horton	  04	  5284991	  
hortonr@clear.net.nz	  
Wanganui	  East	  
101	  Wakefield	  Street,	  Wanganui	  
Christine	  Strichen	  06	  3477304	  
aquajet@sportwanganui.co.nz	  
Canterbury/Tasman	  
Christchurch	  
North	  Hagley	  Park	  beside	  Victoria	  
Lake,	  Christchurch	  
Pat	  O’Shea	  03	  3882693	  
osheafamily@paradise.net.nz	  
www.christchurchpetanque.org.nz	  
Nelson	  
Paruparu	  Road,	  Nelson	  
Adrienne	  Lorimer	  021	  2125874	  
addu@clear.net.nz	  
Papanui	  
	  310	  Sawyers	  Arms	  Road	  	  
Christchurch	  
Alice	  Maguigan	  02102208441	  
amaguigan@vodafone.co.nz	  
Alexandra	  	  
Cnr	  Shannon	  &	  Kenmare	  Sts	  
Alexandra	  
Sandra	  Hay	  03	  4288448	  
slhay@xtra.co.nz	  
Ashburton	  
115	  Racecourse	  Road	  Ashburton	  
Secretary	  Marion	  Harrison	  
033022733;	  Email	  
sfharrison@xtra.co.nz	  
Caversham	  
Right	  of	  Way	  off	  Hazel	  Ave	  
Kew	  Park,	  Dunedin	  
Graham	  Baird	  034764372	  
grapam@kinect.co.nz	  
www.sportsground.co.nz/caversh
ampetanqueclub	  
	  
Cromwell	  
Old	  Cromwell	  Town	  Precinct	  	  
Beside	  Lake	  Dunstan	  
Madeline	  Kilgour	  03	  4451861	  
petanquecromwell006@gmail.com	  
www.sportsground.co.nz/petanquecro
mwell	  

	  



	  

Dunedin	  City	  petanque	  
81	  Eglington	  Road	  
Mornington,	  Dunedin	  
Cathryn	  Lyall	  034897471	  or	  	  
0278130413	  
Excelsior	  
Centennial	  Park,	  Oamaru	  
Alec	  Clarke	  03	  4371590	  
caraduncan@xtra.co.nz	  
Kingswell	  
50	  Brown	  St,	  Invercargill	  
Richard	  Pubben	  03	  2165009	  
rpubben@xtra.co.nz	  
Milton	  
Next	  to	  Pipe	  Band	  Hall	  
Main	  Street,	  Milton	  
Moira	  Hastie	  03	  4178542	  
a.w.hastie@kinect.co.nz	  
St.	  Kilda	  
St.	  Kilda	  Bowling	  Club	  
33	  Royal	  Crescent,	  St.	  Kilda	  	  
Dunedin	  
Wendy	  Farlam	  	  03	  4544202	  
phillipwendy@gmail.com	  
Club	  Southland	  	  
115	  Leet	  Street,	  Invercargill	  
Evelyn	  Glennie	  027	  3586007	  
romalloyd@kol.co.nz	  
Timaru	  Town	  &	  Country	  
99	  Douglas	  Street,	  Timaru	  
Karilyn	  Murray	  03	  6861782	  or	  
027	  4835576	  
karilynmurray@xtra.co.nz	  
Waikouaiti	  Petanque	  Club	  
Sports	  Complex	  
Matakana	  Drive,	  Waikouaiti	  
Anthony	  Nally	  03	  4657662	  
waiknallys@xtra.co.nz	  
Petanque	  Taieri	  
Brooklands	  Park	  
Wickliffe	  St,	  Mosgiel	  
Richard	  Hambleton	  03	  4862232	  
oldrimu@gmail.com	  
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