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EDITOR’S COMMENTS           

As mentioned in the editorial in the 
last magazine (Volume 4 Issue 7), 
2014 was the 21st year since the 
inaugural meeting to form a New 
Zealand Petanque Association or 20 
years since PNZ became an 
Incorporated Society. Whichever way 
you look at it, 20 or 21 years is worth 
celebrating. 
 
The first meeting was held at the 
Atomic Café on Ponsonby Road, 
Auckland by a group of enthusiasts 
who had been playing informally but 
wanted to form an association which 
could affiliate to the Federation 
Internationale de Petanque et Jeu 
Provencal or FIPJP (world governing 
body of petanque) and thus allow 
players from New Zealand to compete 
at the World Championships. 
 
From that initial meeting the sport has 
grown in New Zealand to a level where 
there are over 45 clubs and 
approximately 1200 players. 
 
In this issue we see what various clubs 
around the country did to celebrate 
our birthday. 
 
Graeme Morris  
Editor  
Editorial Address: 
17 Hinau Place  
MASTERTON 5810 
Phone: 06 3787331 or 0272479370 
Email: petanquemag@xtra.co.nz 
 

Petanque New Zealand is published by the 
New Zealand Petanque Association. The 
contents of Petanque New Zealand are 
copyright and may not be reproduced in any 
form without the written permission of the 
publisher. Opinions expressed are those of 
the authors and may not necessarily be those 
of the New Zealand Petanque Association.   

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Cover photo: Petanque New Zealand’s 
birthday cake to celebrate 21 years. The 
cake was made by Jo Maxwell, President 
of the Kapiti Petanque Club and was cut 
at the dinner to celebrate PNZ’s 21st 
during the PNZ National Doubles 
Championship in November 2014 
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Petanque New Zealand 21st Birthday Celebrations 

Many Clubs around the country celebrated Petanque New Zealand 21st 
year in many different ways. Here is a selection of some of those 
celebrations: 

Manawatu Petanque Club 

21st birthday Celebrations at the Manawatu Petanque Club on Sunday with Upper Hutt 
Club and Alliance Française de Palmerston North. A great day was had by all and the 
weather was good. There were plenty of visitors in the afternoon from the Manawatu 
area. 
Nous avons eu un jour splendide à la Manawatu Petanque Club avec les équipes de 
l'Alliance Française de Palmerston North et Upper Hutt. Le temps était genre. 
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Auckland 

Auckland Petanque Association clubs - Snells Beach, Hibiscus Coast, Mt Albert and  
St. Heliers Joined forces to promote Petanque to the community in combination with the 
Matakana Market’s 10 year celebration. Petanque was played every Saturday in October 
at the popular market, providing a lovely break from the food stalls & gifts available 
amongst the Cherry blossoms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Fish is the only food that is 
considered spoiled once it smells 
like what it is” 

- P.J. O’Rourke  
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Cromwell and Alexandra Petanque Clubs – By Maryon Beer (Cromwell Petanque) 

 
“Petanque is a Winner of Sports Clubs of Central Otago” 

Cromwell and Alexandra Petanque Clubs joined forces to promote Petanque at 
Alexandra Blossom Festival late in September.  
The Alexandra Blossom Festival was an opportunity to promote Petanque’s 21st with 
both Alexandra and Cromwell Clubs coming together to Create a “Florrey” for the 
Blossom Festival Parade. A Florrey is a decorated supermarket Trolley. We decided 
to do this as part of our 21st celebrations exposing our organisation to over 10,000 
people along the route and at least 8000 in Pioneer Park for the afternoon. 
We decorated our Florrey in a red, blue and white theme (French Flag) with hand-
made origami flowers decorating the corners. Petanque balls were silver balloons 
across the top and both clubs were identified on the sides, as well as the 21 years 
for Petanque.  
Days before, groups of people were making flowers and on the day before, a team of 
people from both clubs joined forces to create our unique Florrey. The day of the 
parade, members from both clubs pushed the Florrey along the streets, hearing 
comments – “Petanque – oh – petanque what is that?” We were the oldest entrants 
but felt really young sandwiched between the Life Education Trust and Child Care  
organisations.  
We were the winners of the sports category. 
There was great camaraderie between the clubs and promoting awareness to an 
audience of thousands.  
Our success in this event has encouraged us to enter next year, regardless of the 
age of Petanque NZ.  

Wanganui / Upper Hutt  
 
Wanganui East hosted Upper Hutt for a day of fun petanque on the Saturday of the 21st 
birthday celebrations. We started the day with a birthday celebration morning tea and 
then played club against club 
with mixed doubles in 
the afternoon. A great day. 
Thank you Upper Hutt. 
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Masterton Petanque Club 

Masterton was one of the first clubs to affiliate to Petanque New Zealand in 1993. We started off with a 
small square with about 4 pistes behind the croquet club in Queen Elizabeth Park. In 1996 we were 
invited to join in with Park Bowling Club just a short distance away. When we constructed our new terrain 
we decided to put down a time capsule (19th October 1996) in the corner under the large Redwood tree. 
It was decided that a 21st birthday celebration was a good time to lift the capsule (a 1.5 litre plastic soft 
drink bottle). I had been present at the construction of the terrain and the laying of the time capsule but 
couldn’t remember what was in it! Was it a cochonnet of the day, the club captain’s cleaning cloth or 
other assorted petanque memorabilia?  

On our opening day for the 2014/15 season current 
members who were involved in the piste construction  
were invited to ceremoniously dig up the capsule. 
What was in it??? A time tattered piece of paper 
(slightly damp) bearing a list of the club members 
involved in the construction of the terrain. They were 
Garry Wilson, Ralph Priddle, Alison Priddle, Graeme 
Morris, Pete Farmer and Tom van Bodegraven. Of 
those members, the only ones present to dig up the 
capsule were Ralph, Alison, Garry and Graeme. 

Also to mark the occasion, foundation members Ralph 
and Alison Priddle along with Garry and Claire Wilson 
were presented with a plaque each to commemorate 
their involvement in the formation of the club. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Foundation member Ralph Priddle lifts the time capsule 

Magazine policy from the PNZ Board 

PNZ have agreed to make the magazine more freely available to its members.   It is intended to have three 
editions of the magazine per year, March, July/August and November.   The new policy from 2015 onward is: 

PDF Version of magazine 
  The magazine will be made available to all club secretaries in PDF format so they can print it off or email it to 

members as they wish. 
  A PDF version will be available to members in a members’ only section of the new website. 

      Individual members can get a PDF version sent directly to them by submitting their email address to the 
magazine editor. 

Hard Copy of magazine 

   All clubs will receive one or more hard copies of the magazine free, based on membership numbers.  Clubs     
will be given 1 magazine per 20 members or part thereof. 

   Existing memberships will still get a hard copy delivered until their membership runs out. 

       For those members who still want to get their own hard copy delivered to them, they can still continue to 
subscribe in the usual way through the magazine editor. Costs will remain the same as previous years.  

 

6   Petanque NZ Vol 4 Issue 8 - April 2015



 

 

 
 

Christchurch Petanque Club 
Pathway to Petanque – by Diane Findlay 

 
Christchurch Petanque celebrated 

both the anniversaries of PNZ (21st) 
and Christchurch (20th) by holding a 

pathway petanque event in the 
Botanic Gardens in glorious sunshine 
to showcase the international nature 

of our sport. Over 100 locals and 
many visitors from USA, China, 
Ireland, England, Australia and 
France played with the equally 

international cast of Club members. 
 

"The Breeze" provided advertising 
before the event plus music and a 
free sausage sizzle on the day to 

attract attention. Promotional leaflets 
were distributed and we are hopeful 

of a number of new members joining us in the future. This was a fun family event and 
thoroughly enjoyed by all. 
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Panmure Petanque Club 

We had been following what all the clubs were doing around the country in terms of 
celebrating the 21 years of this sport in NZ. It has been great seeing clubs getting in 
behind the cause.  
 
In honour of this achievement, we hosted 21 hours of non-stop petanque! Sounds crazy, 
we know, but to make things easy the rules were simple. As long as there was a game of 
petanque played for the entire time then that would count. We also wanted this event to 
be one where we could support a charity. Our chosen charity was KidsCan. There were 
KidsCan donation buckets for supporters on the day to put that loose change into. Even 
better, there were facilities to donate to the online account. We put out a general  

invitation to 
come and 
join us on 
this great 
event-even 
for an hour. 
Catering, 
music, fun 
and 
petanque 
day and 
night...what 
more do 
you need? 
There was 
an official 
countdown, 
breakfast/ 

brunch and celebration cake at the conclusion of the event. Thanks everyone for 
supporting our sport and more importantly supporting our children across the country. 
#KIDSCANPETANQUE # 

 

 

  

8   Petanque NZ Vol 4 Issue 8 - April 2015



 

 
Kapiti Petanque Club 

 
To celebrate Petanque New Zealand’s 21st birthday they hosted a dinner at the 2014 
national Doubles Championship. During the evening PNZ Foundation member Joerg 
Schulze cut the 21st anniversary cake which was made by Kapiti Petanque Club President 
Jo Maxwell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
21st Birthday Winner - by Stefany Frost PNZ President 

 
Earlier in the year PNZ set clubs a challenge…    to come up with a plan for celebrating our 21st 
birthday.     We even put up a prize of $200 to provide the winning club with afternoon tea or 
whatever the club decided on, in order to provide some incentive.     Several clubs around the 
country took up the challenge.     
 
1. Alexandra & Cromwell Clubs combined to build a ‘Florrey’ for the Alexandra Blossom Festival 

Parade.   A Florrey is a decorated supermarket Trolley and this event showcased petanque to 
around 10,000 people.  Their entry won 1st prize in the sports category. 

2. Christchurch Club held a combined 21st for PNZ and 20th for Christchurch Club.   They held 
“Pathway Petanque” at the Botanic Gardens with many local and visitors playing alongside 
clubs members.   “The Breeze" radio station provided advertising before the event plus music 
and a free sausage sizzle on the day and promotional leaflets were distributed. 

3. Kapiti club hosted a 21st birthday dinner for players at the National Doubles, complete with 
birthday cake and speeches.   There were players from many clubs throughout NZ at this 
event. 

4. Manawatu and Upper Hutt Clubs played with Alliance Française de Palmerston North to 
celebrate the event. 

5. Wanganui East club hosted Upper Hutt for a fun day and started the day with a birthday 
morning tea.  

6. Panmure club held a 21 hour petanque-a-thon and finished the event with a BBQ breakfast 
and celebration cake.  A long haul effort indeed and a great novel idea  

7. Auckland Petanque Association clubs; Snells Beach, Hibiscus Coast, Mt Albert & St Heliers 
joined forces  to promote Petanque to the community in combination with the Matakana 
Markets 10 year celebration over 4 Saturdays, again a marathon effort. 

 
The Board were delighted with the efforts all the clubs went to and actually found it really hard to 
decide on a winner.    However a winner there must be…..drum roll…   In this case the winner is 
Christchurch, because of the amount of media coverage they attracted, combined with the large 
numbers of public that participated, the distribution of promotional material and the interest it has 
drawn from potential new members.    
Congratulations Christchurch and a Huge thank you and congratulations to all who participated in 
all the events.   The overall winner of course was Petanque!

   
PNZ Foundation Member  

Joerg Schulz cuts the cake 
 

A great meal was enjoyed by all 

Petanque NZ Vol 4 Issue 8 - April 2015   9



 
 

   2015 South Island Triples 
Championship Results 

Championship: 
Winners: Bruno Falco, Emile Ferrand, 
Stephane Montel. 
 
Runners-Up: Alice Maguigan, Andrew 
Findlay, Art Vernon. 
 
3rd Equal: Mervyn Wilson, Kay George, 
Roy Harry-Young. 
Cathryn Lyall, Kathleen Wallace, Philip 
Lyall. 
 
5th: Alain Carpentier, Goulwen Robinet, 
Nicolas Xavier. 
 
6th: Emily Hickman, Shannon Crequer, 
Richard Browne.  
 
7th Equal: John Targett, Brian 
Westerbeek, Mark Richardson. 
Stefany Frost, Neville Frost, Warren 
McConnell. 
 
9th: Sandra Hay, Lindsay Hay, David 
Beer.  
 
10th: Tina Targett, Chris Taylor, Karen 
Stephen. 
 
11th Equal: Ron Paterson, Janet 
Wilkinson, Tony Wilkinson. 
Keith Dixon, Marilyn Bunce, Colin Bunce. 
 
13th: Nadine Simpson, Janet Goodin, Les 
Clearwater. 
 
14th: Robin Ward, Pat O’Shea, Rob 
Sihamu. 
 
15th Equal: Rewa Kyle, Stephen Kyle, 
Marion Harrison. 
Mavis Thompson, Sheila Boa, Kath 
McCreanor. 
 
17th: Barbara Parker, Phillippa Browne, 
Maryon Beer. 
 
18th: Val Moon, Bob Moon, Don 
Rutherford. 
 
 
 
 
 

2015 New Zealand Triples 
Championship Results 

 
Held at Christchurch Petanque Club  
28th February and 1st March 2015 
 
Championship:  
Winners:  
Bob Bridge, 
Ian Baker, Ray 
Pierce. 
 
 
Runners-Up: Sharon Cannon, Christine 
Strichen, Claire Wilson. 
3rd Equal: John Grieg, Pete Hamilton, 
Murray Porter. 
Mark Richardson, John Targett, Brian 
Westerbeek. 
Trophy Consolation: 
Winners: Bruno Falco, Emile Ferrand, 
Stephane Montel. 
Runners-Up: Cathryn Lyall, Phillip Lyall, 
Cathleen Wallace. 
3rd Equal: Les Clearwater, Andrew 
Findlay, Art Vernon. 
Karen Stephen, Tina Targett, Chris 
Taylor. 
Plate: 
Winners: Claire Bradburn, Brian 
Bradburn, Graeme Morris. 
Runners-Up: Richard Browne Neville 
Frost, Warren McConnell. 
3rd: Alain Carpentier, Goulven Robinet, 
Nicolas Xavier. 
4th: Janet Goodin, Robbie Sihamau, 
Mavis Thompson. 
5th: David Beer, Sandra Hay, Lindsay 
Hay. 
6th: Annick Le Guen, Angela Maxted, 
Ruby Vakauta 
Bowl: 
Winners: Kay George, Roy Harry-Young, 
Mervyn Wilson. 
2nd: Dion Biggs, Shannon Crequeur, 
Emily Hickman. 
3rd: Margaret Mordecai, Shirley 
MacDonald, Sheryl Parslow. 
 
Top Youth Team: 
 
Dion Biggs, Shannon Crequeur, Emily 
Hickman.
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 WHAT A WONDERFUL GAME PETANQUE IS! – by Shirley MacDonald  

 There aren't many sports where solely players aged 80 and over can compete in their    
 own competition. 
 In 2013, we at Horowhenua Petanque Club, held our inaugural 80 Plus Melee. We were 

testing the waters 
to see how popular 
it would be, what a 
surprise to find we 
received 18 entries! 
Last year brought 
in 22, though two 
had to withdraw at 
the last minute. 
The format is two 
timed games in the 
morning, and one 
in the afternoon. A 
two course lunch is 
provided, which has 
proved popular - 
especially the 
strawberries and 
ice cream! 
The games, while 
played in a relaxed 

atmosphere, have nevertheless been very competitive.  
 
With so many entries, we have been thinking that we should be asking for proof of age, 
as quite a number of them certainly do not look 80! 
 
This is a great testament to the benefits of petanque, as it caters for anybody. As each 
year brings a few more into this age group, the future for our Melee certainly looks 
promising. 
 
The possible drawback for some though, is that the people who want to play have to 
admit their age! 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stop – Press 

2015 Trans-Tasman Result 

The New Zealand Open Team has retained their 
Trans-Tasman title with a 68 to 52 win over Australia 
and the New Zealand Seniors regained their title 63 
to 57 after losing to Australia last year. 

The tournament was played at Avoca, Victoria on 
14th/15th March.  

Petanque NZ Vol 4 Issue 8 - April 2015   11



 
 

 

 Stanley Bay Petanque Club 
By Charles Parley 

 
The unique location of the Stanley Bowling and Petanque Club came as a pleasant 
surprise to many of those who participated in the Ladies Triples over Waitangi weekend. 
The terrain is hidden away even from locals, some three levels below the road, on the 
edge of Ngataringa Bay. Once down on the terrain you become aware you are in a 
unique location surrounded by nature – the sea, the pohutukawa and the birds of the 
sandflats. 

The land for the Bowling Club was purchased in 1908 and it was opened for bowls in 
1910. Like many bowling clubs in modern times it faced the prospect of being sold due 
to dropping numbers and a large debt incurred by the members when trying to create 
the petanque terrain.   

Fortunately the residents of Stanley Point were not going to see their asset sold off to 
developers, and rallied round the Club in 1997 joining as Social Members, since which 
time it has been operating successfully as a lawn bowling club with a small petanque 
membership also. It remains functional with monies raised by members from corporate 
functions, social functions and hiring of the clubrooms for birthdays, weddings and the 
like. 

 Maintaining a lawn green is an expensive business, and many bowling clubs with small 
memberships find they are not up to the task financially. Here in Auckland as elsewhere, 
a relationship between Bowls and Petanque has developed so that each sport benefits 
the other with seven of the ten Auckland Petanque clubs located within existing Bowling 
clubs.  

Stanley Point is a small peninsula 
jutting out into the Waitemata 
Harbour so we have a limited 
number of people to draw on for 
membership, and as a result our 
membership is very small. 
Because of this we have reached 
outwards for members, and are 
pleased to have involved a number 
of Korean people, teaching them the 
game, and helping them integrate 
into Kiwi society. We have been 
rewarded with their friendship, and seen them grow into the game over the last few 
years. 

Recently the Stanley Bowling Club has morphed into the Stanley Bowling and Petanque 
Club, with a new constitution, and a new will to keep our precious piece of land out of 
the grasp of developers for many years ahead. The gate is always open, and should you 
be in Devonport make a point of coming to view our picturesque terrain. You too might 
get a pleasant surprise.

Corporate Function in full flight 
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2015 New Zealand Women’s Triples 
Championship. 

The 2015 New Zealand Women’s Triples 
Championship was held at the very 
picturesque Stanley Bay Petanque Club. 

(see article about Stanley Bay Petanque Club 
on previous page). 

Seven teams entered the event which was 
played in a round robin format. After the 
round robin was completed the top four 
teams played another round robin and the 
three non-qualifiers played a single round 
robin for the trophy consolation. 

Finishing places after the first round robin 
were: 

1. Sharon Cannon/Christine Strichen (Wanganui 
East)/Claire Wilson (Masterton) 5 wins, +46 

2. Marilyn Bunce (Alexandra)/Francoise Case 
(Herne Bay)/Shirley MacDonald (Horowhenua) 
5, +5 

3.  Ella Harris (Northcote)/Eilleen Lippard 
(Kennedy Park)/Sheryl Parslow (Wanganui 
East) 4, +4 

4.  Anne Clayworth/Julie Leadbetter/Claire 
Matthews (Northcote) 3, +8 

5.  Catherine Maher Hataitai)/ 
Margaret Maher (Northcote)/Jean Parley 
(Stanley Bay) 2, -10 

6. Claire Bradburn (Silverstream)/Angela  
Maxted (Kennedy Park)/Ruby Vakuata 
(Vikings)1, -24 

7.  Ros Morton (Herne Bay)/Margaret Penny 
(Vikings)/Ann Shields (Herne Bay) 1,  
-29 

 
After the top four played their round robin the 
top two teams played off in a final in which 
Sharon Cannon/Christine Strichen/Claire 
Wilson defeated  
Ella Harris/Eilleen Lippard/Sheryl Parslow by 
13 to 2. 
 
The trophy consolation was won by Catherine 
Maher, Margaret Maher and Jean Parley who 
had beaten both the other teams. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Final Results: 
 
Championship 

First: Sharon Cannon/Christine 
Strichen/Claire Wilson  

Runners-Up:Ella Harris/Eilleen Lippard/Sheryl 
Parslow  

Third: Marilyn Bunce/Francoise Case/Shirley 
MacDonald  

Fourth: Anne Clayworth/Julie 
Leadbetter/Claire Matthews  

 

 

 

 

 

2015 NEW ZEALAND WOMEN ’S TRIPLES  

CHAMPIONS 
SHARON CANNON CLAIRE WILSON AND 

CHRISTINE STRICHEN 

Trophy Consolation 

First: Catherine Maher/Margaret Maher/Jean 
Parley 2 wins, +11 

Second: Claire Bradburn/Angela Maxted/Ruby 
Vakuata 1, -1 

Third: Ros Morton/Margaret Penny/Ann 
Shields 0, -10 

See back cover for more photos of the 
Stanley Bay Club during the PNZ 
Women’s Triples Championship 
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Clochemerle Pétanque Club Perth– 
How It All Began - by Kim Douglas 

What began as a few Francophiles tossing metal 
boules around a Guildford garden while enjoying a 
convivial sip has matured into a thriving club – Le 
Club Clochemerle de Pétanque - celebrating its 21th 
anniversary this year. 

The sport of pétanque originated in France and is 
now played worldwide. It came to Guildford through 
friends who’d first enjoyed the game overseas. They 
included former Guildford councillor the late Paul 
Brown, former ABC producer and now Albany 
councillor Chris Holden, and Bernard Doyle, 
Clochemerle Club’s first life member.  

President Kim Douglas said the colourful club now 
boasted about 40 members from many cultures. “We 
have members from Switzerland, Spain, Mauritius, 
the UK, Phillipines, Ukraine and Japan. The majority 
enjoy our social games on Wednesday mornings, 
plus Friday nights over summer. A number of us are 
also successful competitive players who regularly 
represent WA and hold State and national titles.  

“People are drawn to pétanque because it’s easy to 
learn and can be played in many outdoor settings. 
They soon become hooked on improving their skills 
and strategy. It’s a great little game.” 

Clochemerle Club members play in the grounds of 
the Mechanics Institute in Meadow Street, next to 
Guildford Post Office, where they attract the 
attention and cameras of visitors to the historic 
precinct.  

 

“the world is full of willing 
people, some willing to work 
and the rest willing to let 
them” – Robert Frost 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Clochemerle Petanque Club committee members 
From left: Rosie Cranny, Sue Dauth, Walter Lubtschenko,  
Kim Douglas, Shirley Winstanley and Barbara Brown 

Clochemerle Club members at their social play venue, 
the historic Mechanics Institute in the heart of 
colonial Guildford - a real "village" setting. (Major 
tournaments are played on a converted tennis court 
nearby). 
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MY FIRST PETANQUE  TOURNAMENT  FEBRUARY 21ST & 22ND 2015 
 

by - Miriam Broad (Masterton Petanque Club) 

I joined the Masterton Petanque Club in November 2013 as something new to do, and with the Queen 
Elizabeth Park directly across the road from me it was a no brainer  to join for a little bit of exercise. I  have 
never been a competitive person and will probably go to my grave still non-competitive. After learning a little 
of the game, and enjoying it, I then went on the committee at the AGM so that I would get to know the 
members better and learn more about this game. Well that was all double Dutch as far as I was concerned as 
most of the committee and the club members in general had been playing for years. And knew the system. I 
was completely bamboozled. However I am learning slowly, my fellow club members being very patient and 
encouraging. 

To begin with you have this little round ball called a cochonnet about the size of a large marble and made of 
light wood and  painted in a very bright colour  that has to be thrown along the piste, then the team winning 
the toss of a coin throws a heavy ball about the size of an orange and made of metal of some sort towards 
this  cochonnet.  These heavy balls, (boules) are made in France where the  game originated and is  played in 
every village throughout France. The game is played until all the boules are thrown in turn  and the one 
nearest the cochonnet is the winner.  The game is nothing like bowls that is played on a lovely green. 
Petanque is played on a metal surface and does real damage to the fingernails.  When playing triples one 
person is the pointer and aims for the cochonnet, the second person is most important as they are the person 
who can both point and shoot. This team member is  called a millieur.  The third person is the shooter. This 
person can throw the boule very high up and land it so that it shoots the opposition out of the game  

Now onto the competition.  

I suggested at one of the committee meetings, a month prior to the competition, that perhaps I might like to 
play and immediately I was put into a team to make up the numbers. At the time I was playing with the club 
leisure boules and quite happy to stay with this situation.   However, for competition play one needs to have 
the correct boules and so I purchased a set of competition boules a couple of weeks before the WBS 
competition so that I did not  stand out as a real thickhead, even though I was.  I even bought one of those 
magnet things for picking up the boules as it seemed as though this was necessary as part of the team. For 
the first half of the day I kept this magnet in my pocket, forgetting to use it. Our first game was all very 
friendly with another team from out of town.  Of course they won, but that didn’t matter, we enjoyed 
ourselves. Then we met some  stiff competition and oh dear we went downhill fast!! 

There were teams from many towns on the North Island and some of them looked very smart in their team 
outfits. Others like me played  in mufti. Now whether or not this helped players win I do not know.  My Club 
Captain mentioned that there would be a bye for which the team who had the bye would receive 13 points.  I 
hoped for several byes as that seemed to be the way in which we might eventually win a game or two. 
However we were unlucky and received no byes so had to play three games in the morning and two in the 
afternoon.   I found out that one of the teams we were playing against were NZ National Champions. Boy, did 
that deflate my ego somewhat. After I had drunk my first glass of wine at about 11am I must admit to paying 
some good shots, so had another glass of wine for lunch. Oh dear, by the time we were due to resume for the 
afternoon I was ready for a nana nap. However, I could not let my team down and so persevered.  Our final 
game of the day we won convincingly and that added to our pleasure of the day.     I must add here that I 
met some very nice people from out of town and one man from Tauranga told me how to hold   my boule so 
that it kinda went straight.  I did manage to throw some straight ones later on. I did thoroughly enjoy the 
day, and if there were no losers like me and my partners, then there would be no winners.   So  I feel we 
helped everybody else enjoy the competition by winning against us.  The social side of the competition  with  
a barbeque and drinks bar provided is also  an important aspect of the enjoyment. I warmly thank my own 
club for encouraging me to participate.  I will continue on with Petanque and hope that sometime in the future 
I will  improve.  

TOMORROW IS ANOTHER DAY ANOTHER CHALLENGE!!! 

 Continued next page ☞ 
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Day two began a little differently with the temperature somewhat cooler than yesterday,  and an overcast sky. 
Participants arrived earlier, setting up in their favourite position.  Next was a delicious  cup of coffee  while 
discussions on the previous days play ensued.  There was plenty of warm up practice taking place on the piste  
while various teams checked out the opposition. 

Our team began play with an encouraging team hug. We thought we were doing okay, but the opposition 
became formidable. Their shooter who was a crack shot, offered us some very helpful advice about where to 
aim our boules and once the game ended spent time discussing with us why and how to make different 
choices with our aiming.  

Being new to the sport I found the standard of the competition excellent, and just how the shooters found 
their targets totally amazed me, especially those in very tight situations. 

On several occasions a few players displayed their frustration when down on points. It was very intimidating 
for me playing against National Championship players. But then again there were compensations when 
playing a more equal team as in reality both teams enjoyed the game, and both became winners no matter 
the final outcome. 

It was most interesting watching other teams go into a huddle at various stages of the game to discuss the 
technicalities and the strategies employed to outplay the opposition and achieve success. 

After lunch the sun beat down upon us as the dust rose up from the Piste to greet us. 

Our final game of the day was against the team we had enjoyed a win over the previous day.  Today they won 
most convincingly against us!!!   You win some, you lose some. Most importantly we parted the day good 
friends.  It was a thoroughly enjoyable couple of days. 

Finally,  a vote of thanks to all who participated and made the competition so successful and friendly, and to 
our own non-playing club members, for their efforts in the kitchen, the bar, the barbecue and setting up on 
the days and to  WBS for their  financial support.  
 
Thanks for the music that kept us entertained whilst we played.  
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DUNEDIN CITY PETANQUE INC. – DUNEDIN’S NEWEST CLUB 

Over recent years the number of players in the Southern Region wanting to play petanque at a higher level has 
steadily increased.     To encourage and foster this growth, Dunedin hosted two national events in 2011 and 2012, 
both of which were held at a temporary terrain created at Forbury Park Raceway.    Hosting these events did two 
things; first it increased the standard of petanque in the area creating greater interest in petanque as a sport rather 
than a leisure activity and secondly it brought home the reality that there were no clubs in the Dunedin area that 
had the capacity to host national tournaments or even large regional tournaments.   If petanque in the region was 
going to grow and develop, something had to be done. 

After establishing the fact that none of the current petanque clubs had the capacity or the desire to expand to meet 
this growing need, a small group of local players took the initiative to explore options for creating a national sized 
petanque terrain in Dunedin.    Eventually, a site at a disused croquet ground at Montecillo Park was located and it 
was decided that a new club would be formed to develop the site.   The site is part of the Dunedin town belt reserve 
and has views over the harbour and city. 

Dunedin City Petanque was incorporated in March 2013. The newly formed committee scoped the work and 
projected a cost of $120,000. Fundraising began immediately. Since that date the club has held 16 barbeques (two 
at the All Blacks test matches at the roofed stadium), garage sales, book sales, a drama evening, raffles, quiz nights, 
donations from members, participation in a research study, selling cheese rolls, cakes and sweets, ticket selling at a 
public event and selling donated goods. Fundraising to date has totalled $46,000, and we believe this is a pretty 
good effort with fewer than 20 members. We have had great support from local businesses which has allowed 
substantial savings, leaving a balance still to raise of about $50,000. 

2013 was all about fundraising and in February 2014 we were due to start construction of the pistes.    At that point 
the Dunedin City Council threw us a curve ball and deemed the site to be contaminated because there used to be a 
rubbish dump in the area!   This set us back a great deal of money (we could no longer sell the soil) and time (it took 
months to get a new plan agreed to), with the result that winter was upon us.    Last winter was a very wet winter in 
Dunedin which effectively prevented any progress on construction during 2014 as the grounds became saturated.      

Fast forward to January 2015 and after a hot, dry summer construction finally began.    The site has three levels of 
terrain, each large enough for 12 4 x 15m pistes.    The top level will be used for car parking unless extra pistes are 
required and this has now been constructed.   Members have had many working bees to tame the vegetation and 
build many metres of retaining walls and seating.     The bottom level (shown in the photos) has also been dug out 
and the metal laid.   Ironically, while we waited all winter for a dry spell, it is now so dry that we are waiting on 
some heavy rain so that the terrain can be rolled and ready for play.    As we don’t yet have water to the site, the 
local fire brigade assisted us with a couple of tanks of water so we could compact the underneath levels.     

It is anticipated that our club rooms, a former classroom that we paid $1 for, will be moved on site in the next few 
months and then the final level of terrains will be constructed.    All going according to plan we hope to have the 
major development of the site finished by the end of 2015. 

This project has provided many challenges and required a great deal of determination and patience, but it has also 
had many positive spin offs: 

 While club members have patiently awaited the development of their home base, they have scoured the city 
looking for temporary sites and have adopted many carparks including a University car park often filled with 
cars, a local quarry and the Forbury Park Raceway.    This has developed a very close bond of friendship in our 
club.     
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 Fundraising too has created a very tight knit group who know they can rely on each other and have learnt that 
anything is possible with hard work. 

 

 While working on site, we have had many passers-by asking what we are doing and it is creating a lot of interest 
in the area.   This has allowed us to promote petanque to a whole new range of people. 
 

Our vision is to create a petanque club that encourages participation and enjoyment of the sport at all levels from 
youth to senior citizens, from casual play to international representation.    We see it as a community asset that the 
public will be encouraged to use at any time.   The site is adjacent to a high traffic volume road and this will enable 
petanque to be exposed to many people.    We believe that this will enable petanque to achieve a much higher 
profile in Dunedin and attract more people to our sport.  

The patience and hard work of a small band of dedicated ‘plonkers’ is finally coming to fruition and we can’t wait to 
have you come and play at our new club.   

Neville & Stefany Frost for Dunedin City Petanque 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

  

  

18   Petanque NZ Vol 4 Issue 8 - April 2015



 

Last Ever Tournament at Park 
Avenue Petanque Club’s  
Treadwell Street Terrain. 

 
The end of an era came when the Wellington 
Triples Championship was played at Park Avenue 
Petanque club on the weekend of 14th / 15th 
February. This was to be the last tournament at the 
terrain. 
The Park Avenue terrain was the first in Wellington 
large enough to host a national championship and 
over the 19 years of the club’s existence there were 
certainly many regional and national champs held 
there. 
The Park Avenue club was informed by the local 
council that the playing area was needed to be 
relocated to make way for a regional bowling 
centre and that they were to vacate the area by 
28th February. As yet, the club has not been given 
any time-frame as to when a new playing area will 
be built for them so in the meantime the 
Silverstream Petanque Club has kindly offered for 
the Park Avenue members to use their terrain. 
To mark the occasion of the last tournament, a 
“Down the Gurgler” cake was made and decorated 
by Claire Bradburn and before the start of play on 
the Saturday, Park Avenue foundation members Ian 
and Jean Baine were invited to cut the cake.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Phone: David (06) 379 7766
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New Zealand Petanque Association 
121 Ponsonby Road, Ponsonby, Auckland, New Zealand, Ph.: 00-64-9-3764954 
Spring 1994 Newsletter 
 
The Glengarry Mid-Winter Tournament attracted almost 180 players. 
The Victoria Park pitch was half covered with two large marquees in case of rain. 
Fortunately the sun shone, play proceeded smoothly and was duly recorded by 
TV 3 Sports for their News later that evening. 
Keith Barker, committee member and tournament organizer expects NZPA funds to 
benefit by from $400 - $600. Thank you Keith. 
 
We are close to confirming sponsorship with Glengarry a large wine company for the 
First NZPA National Championships. (Saturday, Nov. 19th, Sunday Nov. 20th, starting 
9.00 am each day.) 
The committee remains hopeful of offering the winning team air travel to an overseas 
tournament perhaps in French Polynesia. 
Entry fees will be $10 per person, the competition will be for teams of 3. 
 
All entrants must be 'licensed' i.e. paid up members of the NZPA. 
This costs $5 and membership will run to 31.3.95. 
(It is a requirement of the FIPJP, with whom we are seeking affiliation, for players in 
tournaments, to be licensed members of their particular association.) 
 
Leisure boules or competition boules will be acceptable in the First NZPA Championship. 
Overseas competitions will require players to use competition boules. 
Entries with payment should be received by the committee by October 21. 1994. 
Places will be limited, so get your entries in pronto to the NZPA Committee, 
121 Ponsonby Road, Ponsonby, Auckland. 
 
Other news: 
 
Already plans are in 'place for improvements to the terrain at Victoria Park, Auckland 
City. It is envisaged this may include expansion of the pitch itself, provision of park 
benches on the edge of the terrain and landscaping and planting of trees. 
These improvements will occur as and when Council funds allow. 
 
North Shore City Council, thanks to the vision of Genevieve Becroft and Glenda 
Bostwick, are committed to provide terrains at Kennedy Park, Castor Bay - this will be 
the venue for the North Harbour Masters Game at March 12th, 1995 - and two smaller 
ones at the North end of Takapuna Beach near the boat-ramp and in the Rose Garden 
Takapuna, opposite Farmers. 
 
Other Cities around New Zealand have responded to suggestions of a public terrain 
 - if you haven't got a terrain in your area, speak to your 1ocal Parks Manager, you may 
be pleasantly surprised at the positive nature of their response. 
 
 
 

Where we have come from! 

Below is a newsletter from Petanque New Zealand published in the spring of 1994 
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New Zealand Petanque Association 
121 Ponsonby Road, Ponsonby, Auckland, New Zealand, Ph.: 00-64-9-376 4954 
Spring 1994 Newsletter 
 
Calendar of possible and confirmed future tournaments 
 
- Hibiscus Coast Petanque Club, Stanmore Bay, Boating Club carpark, 
Sunday, September, 25, 10.00 am. Contact Louis Mesnage, 09-424 3000 
(confirmed) 
 
- NZPA National Championship, Saturday 19.-Sunday 20. November 1994 
Devonport/Victoria Park Auckland. (confirmed) . 
 
- Integrale Tournament, (?), November /December 1994, Vie Park, 
contact The Limit, Ph.: 09-3582726 . 
 
- Puhoi A&P Show Petanque Tournament, Feb. 1995 
 
-NZPA Open, (?) Feb. 1995, Vic Park 
 
- North Harbour Masters Games, 12.March 1995, Kennedy Park, Castor Bay 
teams of three players, contact Cam Calder, 09-445 4328 (confirmed) 
 
 
Joerg Schulze 
Cam Calder 

Secretaries NZPA 

 

 

 

 

Petanque NZ Vol 4 Issue 8 - April 2015   21



 
 

Auckland 

Cockle Bay  
Shelly Beach Parade 
Cockle Bay, Auckland  
Judith Lyon 09 535 5846 
ianjud@paradise.net.nz 
Epsom 
77 The Drive, Epsom 
Raewyn King 09 625 5823 
epsombowls@xtra.co.nz 
Herne Bay 
Salisbury Reserve, Salisbury St 
Herne Bay, Auckland 
Laurel Priestley 09 378 7082  
clem.laurel@gmail.com  
Hibiscus Coast 
Hibiscus Coast Leisure Centre  
Brightside Road  
Stanmore Bay  
Bill Peachey 09 4205130 
bill.lynn@hotmail.com 
Kennedy Park  
J.F. Kennedy Park  
Castor Bay 
North Shore City 
Angela and Miles Maxted 
094783138 
Angela.maxted@gmail.com 
Mt. Albert Vikings 
Gribblehurst Park 
203 Sandringham Road 
Auckland  
Georgio Vakauta 021 1579782 
gvakauta@ellis.co.nz 
Northcote 
Maritime Terrace 
Little Shoal Bay 
Barry or Sina Anderson  
09 8451966 
barrieandsina@xtra.co.nz 
Panmure Pioneer 
Gribblehurst Park 
203 Sandringham Road 
Auckland  
Andrew Mailei 09 5253745 
maileia@sjc.school.nz 
St. George 
Shelley Beach Parade 
Cockle Bay 
Howick Auckland  
Jayne Heron 09 5339521 
j.heron@xtra.co.nz 
St Heliers 
St Heliers Bowling Club 
Vellenoweth Green 
Goldie Street, St Heliers 
Adrienne Grogan 09 5756617 
flying.angel77@xtra.co.nz 
Stanley Bay  
20 Stanley Point Road  
Devonport 
Charles Parley 09 4452517 
parleys@xtra.co.nz 

 
West End  
West End Bowling Club  
9 Hamilton Road  
Herne Bay  
Grant Hackett 09 8279973 
info@petanque.net.nz 
Central 
Bay View 
Murray Porter 06 8367023 
murray.porter@nz.hjheinz.com 
Hawkes Bay Lawn Tennis/ Squash 
Higgins Street  
Marewa, Napier 
Robin Johnson 06 8243330 
robinj@xnet.co.nz 
Napier City 
Nelson Park 
Kennedy Road (City End), Napier  
Angela Cottingham 06 8442103 
napierpetanque@gmail.com 
Rotorua 
Government Gardens  
Rotorua 
Trevor Neilson 07 3463370 
trevorandsue@xtra.co.nz 
Tauranga Bay of Plenty 
Robins Reserve 
Cliff Road, Tauranga 
Annette Forrest 07 5760479 
annuals@xtra.co.nz 
Thames 
Beach Road, Thames  
David Legge 07 8685322 
dllegge@xtra.co.nz 
Whakatane 
Whakatane Rose Gardens  
McGarvey Road  
Johan Groeneveld 07 3087121 
igroen@xnet.co.nz 
Wellington 
Hataitai 
Hataitai Bowling Club 
159 Hataitai Rd 
Hataitai 
Margret Fleck 04 2358474 
Fleck-cowper@clear.net.nz 
Horowhenua  
Western Park 
Tiro Tiro Road, Levin 
Nyra Bentley 06 3686480 
macben@xtra.co.nz 
Kapiti 
Paraparaumu Domain 
Aorangi Road, Paraparaumu 
June Cody 04 9040568 
jbcody@clear.net.nz 
Khandallah 
Khandallah Bowling Club 
Woodmancote Road, Khandallah 
Michael Rocks 04 9730011 
khandallah@petanque.org.nz 
 
 

 
Manawatu 
74 North Street 
Palmerston North 
Claudia Thompson 063584919 
donsthompson@xtra.co.nz 
Masterton 
Queen Elizabeth Park 
Masterton  
Ralph Priddle 06 3773404 
r.priddle@clear.net.nz 
Otaki 
15 Waerenga Road  
Otaki 
Val Clarke 06 3645213 
val-david@xtra.co.nz 
Pacific Paradise  
Liz Rocks 04 9730011 
erocks@paradise.net.nz 
Park Avenue  
Park Avenue Bowling Club 
Treadwell Street  
Lower Hutt 
Barbara Nicholls 04 5654451 
barbaranicholls@clear.net.nz 
Silverstream 
28A Penrose St. Lower Hutt 
Owen Davie 04 5695387 
daviefamily@xtra.co.nz 
Upper Hutt 
Maidstone Park, Upper Hutt 
Colleen Horton 04 5284991 
hortonr@clear.net.nz 
Wanganui East 
101 Wakefield Street, Wanganui 
Christine Strichen 06 3477304 
aquajet@sportwanganui.co.nz 
Windy Hills 
Waitangi Park  
Wakefield Street, Wellington 
Susan Norman 04 4782029 
norms.ds@xtra.co.nz 
Canterbury/Tasman 
Christchurch 
North Hagley Park beside Victoria 
Lake, Christchurch 
Pat O’Shea 03 3882693 
osheafamily@paradise.net.nz 
www.christchurchpetanque.org.nz 
Nelson 
Paruparu Road, Nelson 
Adrienne Lorimer 021 2125874 
addu@clear.net.nz 
Papanui 
 310 Sawyers Arms Road  
Christchurch 
Maureen Morgan  03 3147442 
mandp64@xtra.co.nz 
Alexandra  
Cnr Shannon & Kenmare Sts 
Alexandra 
Sandra Hay 03 4288448 
slhay@xtra.co.nz 
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Ashburton 
115 Racecourse Road Ashburton 
Secretary Marion Harrison 
033022733; Email 
sfharrison@xtra.co.nz 
Caversham 
Right of Way off Hazel Ave 
Kew Park, Dunedin 
grapam 021 0579713 
stefany@kinect.co.nz 
www.sportsground.co.nz/cavershamp
etanqueclub 
Cromwell 
Old Cromwell Town Precinct  
Beside Lake Dunstan 
Madeline Kilgour 03 4451861 
petanquecromwell006@gmail.com 
www.sportsground.co.nz/petanquecro
mwell 
Dunedin City petanque 
81 Eglington Road 
Mornington, Dunedin 
Cathryn Lyall 034897471 or  
0278130413 
Excelsior 
Centennial Park, Oamaru 
Alec Clarke 03 4371590 
caraduncan@xtra.co.nz 
Kingswell 
50 Brown St, Invercargill 
Richard Pubben 03 2165009 
rpubben@xtra.co.nz 
Milton 
Next to Pipe Band Hall 
Main Street, Milton 
Moira Hastie 03 4178542 
a.w.hastie@kinect.co.nz 
St. Kilda 
St. Kilda Bowling Club 
33 Royal Crescent, St. Kilda  
Dunedin 
Wendy Farlam  03 4544202 
phillipwendy@gmail.com 
Club Southland  
115 Leet Street, Invercargill 
Evelyn Glennie 027 3586007 
romalloyd@kol.co.nz 
Timaru Town & Country 
99 Douglas Street, Timaru 
Karilyn Murray 03 6861782 or 
027 4835576 
karilynmurray@xtra.co.nz 
Waikouaiti Petanque Club 
Sports Complex 
Matakana Drive, Waikouaiti 
Anthony Nally 03 4657662 
waiknallys@xtra.co.nz 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Petanque Taieri 
Brooklands Park 
Wickliffe St, Mosgiel 
Richard Hambleton 03 4862232 
oldrimu@gmail.com 
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Stanley Bay – PNZ Women’s Triples 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


