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EDITOR‟S COMMENTS           

We are starting to see signs of spring so 
it won‟t be long before those of us who 
took a winter break from the game will 
dust our boule off (maybe a bit of de-
rusting required too) and get into 
practice for the coming season. 
 
Petanque New Zealand has instigated a 
new policy with regard to the magazine 
which will result in two changes. The 
first is a continuation of the full colour 
magazine which we tried out in the last 
issue. It is so much better to have all the 
photos and graphics in full colour. 
 
The second initiative is that PNZ 
members can have access to future 
copies of the magazine 1 of 3 ways. 
 
1. You can continue to subscribe at the 

rate of $24.00 per 4 issues and 
receive a printed copy sent to you as 
normal. 

 
2. PNZ will make a free PDF copy of the 

magazine available to all PNZ 
members. This can be downloaded 
from the Petanque New Zealand 
website at www.petanquenz.com or 
you can email 
petanquemag@xtra.co.nz  
and ask to be put on a mailing list 
and we will email it directly to you. 

 
3. Each affiliated club will receive one 

free hard copy of the magazine per 
25 members. 

 

It is hoped that with full colour and with 
potential for mass distribution over the 
website that it will raise the profile of the 
sport and also be more attractive to 
advertisers. 

Graeme Morris  
Editor  
Editorial Address: 
17 Hinau Place  
MASTERTON 5810 
Phone: 06 3787331 or 0272479370 
Email: petanquemag@xtra.co.nz 
 

 

Petanque New Zealand is published by the 
New Zealand Petanque Association. The 
contents of Petanque New Zealand are 
copyright and may not be reproduced in any 
form without the written permission of the 
publisher. Opinions expressed are those of 
the authors and may not necessarily be those 
of the New Zealand Petanque Association.   

Subscription rates: Four issues  
 
New Zealand $24.00  
 
Overseas rates on application 
  
Advertising rates are very competitive and 
available from the editor. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           
          PNZ Foundation Member Jean-Claude Rapon    

         cuts the cake 

 
 
 

Cover photo:  
An enjoyable afternoon playing petanque at 
Saint Paul de Vence. 

 

Apology 
As editor of the Petanque New Zealand 
magazine I apologise to Jean-Claude 
Rapon for identifying him incorrectly in this 
photograph below which appeared in the 
last issue.  
I said it was Joerg Schulz who cut the 
cake. I cannot understand how I made 
such a mistake and did not pick it up. I 
have known Jean-Claude for many years 
and of course I know what he looks like.  
 
Please accept my apology Jean-Claude. 



 

 
ASHBURTON PETANQUE CLUB 

       By Marion Harrison, Secretary  
 
GETTING STARTED 
  
Rosemary McLaughlin talked with a local 
reporter regarding petanque in January 
2012, after being introduced to the game in 
the previous year.  After the article appeared 
in The Courier, one of our local papers, there 
was an immediate expression of interest. 
Within days Rosemary heard that Lester and 
Irene Herron were moving to Ashburton and 
intended to start a club. 
  
On March 8th 2012 interested parties met in 
the Ashburton Domain and Gardens. Play 
started at 1.30 on a Thursday, and by May 
we were playing on a Tuesday as well.  By 
April, 10 to 16 people were playing on a 
curved and slightly uneven shingle pathway 
and thoroughly enjoying themselves. It was 
interesting to see how many people walking 
through the domain stopped and expressed 
an interest in petanque, with the odd one 
having a throw or two. 
  
Meantime Lester contacted Rosemary who 
was delighted to find that he was a club 
coach and umpire, and after Easter they had 
moved into their new home in Ashburton. 
  
A meeting was held on April 16th 2012 to see 
if anyone would take the next step.  All 
agreed to form a club and all agreed to join 
PNZ. A small committee was formed with a 
president, secretary, treasurer, and 3 
committee members. 
  
Now we just needed to find a permanent site. 
Lester Herron, as president, and Rosemary, as 
secretary, looked into 3 options. 
The option of choice was at the Ashburton Club 
and MSA (Mutual School of Arts) grounds where 
outdoor bowls and quoits were played. We had 
to prove there was enough interest before the 
MSA would commit themselves.  A well 
supported meeting was held and we were given 
the go ahead and we also became a section of 
the Ashburton Club and MSA. 
  
ON THE MOVE 
  
We started with 5 pistes 3 metres wide. Later 
with some adjustments we were able to have 
6 pistes.  The added bonus was that the MSA 
covered the cost of laying these, with the 
generosity of local contractors and help from 
the members. 
  
 
 
 
 

 
Lester had the expertise and knowledge 
which was such a help in those early days. 
With the help of a very willing and hard  
working committee and members we came a 
long way in a short time.  Scoreboards and 
other incidentals were made, fences put up 
and seating constructed along one end.  Near 
the beginning of 2013 we had moved to our 
new permanent grounds. 
  
COMPETING 
  
On May 24th 2013 we ran our first club 
tournament followed by 5 more over the 
year. We still run 6 a year.  Other petanque 
clubs showed interest in coming to play, and 
to try different pistes and to support us. We 
play each year against Timaru, Woolston and 
Papanui, taking turn-about doing the hosting. 
  
Our members were encouraged to take part 
in tournaments at other clubs which some of 
them started doing, gaining a lot of 
experience along the way. 
  
PROGRESS 
  
Fund raising was started  by running small 
raffles on club days, but the biggest help was 
being part of running the meat raffles once a 
year for 3 weeks at the MSA which brings in 
around $1,000. 
  
We applied to the MSA to lay more pistes and 
offered $5,000 which we had raised to pay 
for them. In June this application was 
declined which was very disappointing. 
  
The middle of 2014 saw a change of 
leadership with Rosemary McLaughlin taking 
the helm, and the club continued in leaps and 
bounds.  We had our own shed for storing 
gear installed, which let the bowlers have 
their shed back just for themselves.  We had 
another row of seats built at the other end of 
the pistes, and 3 much needed shelters put 
up, all thanks to a dedicated team of 
committee and members. 
  
We applied again for a piste extension that 
could also be used as a car park when it 
wasn't needed for playing.  This was well 
received and by the end of the same year 
work on this was started with the MSA 
picking up the tab for all costs over 
$5,000.  Lucky aren't we? 
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We began promoting ourselves by putting 
flyers in mailboxes, and posters in public 
places, and on our notice board at the MSA.   
The MSA also contact us if any new MSA 
member indicates an interest in Petanque.   
We had a sausage sizzle and promotion day 
in 2014 and again this 
year at Mitre 10 who let 
us have the site for free 
and they also donate 50 
sausages which helps 
with the profit. 
  
YOUTH PROMOTION 
  
One of our members has 
worked hard promoting 
petanque at a younger 
level and we have 6 
members under 20. 
  
Most of this year we 
have been running an 
after school session for Ashburton College 
students where up to 15 students learn to 
play. 
  
Over the winter term 8 students from Mt Hutt 
College travelled  down to play once a 
week,  and at the end of the term we held a 
competition at our grounds between the two 
schools.  Some real ability has shown up. 
  
AND SO WE CONTINUE 
  
By the end of 2014 we had 34 members and 
at present we have a membership of 46,  so 
we must be doing something right. 
  
We have hosted other clubs and enjoyed 
participating at tournaments at other 
clubs.  Most of our players though prefer just 
to play socially on club days.  But there is a 
keen group who enter tournaments on a 
regular basis and frequently with some 
success. 
  
Earlier in the year we set up a ladder where 
members can challenge each other and work 
their way to the top.  This has been an added 
challenge for those who are competitive. 
  
In March this year we hosted our first All 
Clubs tournament the "Mid 
Canterbury Doubles" and received 26 entries 
at this one day tournament. 
  
In July, we hosted the Bastille Day 
tournament. This is usually hosted at the 
Christchurch Petanque Club.  32 teams 
entered which was the maximum we could 
deal with plus we had a small waiting list. 
  
 
 

We are very proud of what we have achieved 
in 3 1/2 years and our grateful thanks go to 
all members who have helped in various 
ways, and to the MSA, and help from outside 
our club also. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Marion Harrison and 
Bev Attewell after raking  
the shingle on the new 
carkpark/piste area. 

 

Main piste area looking towards the 
club house. 

 

Driveway that can be turned into 
two 13x3 pistes if required. 
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Life Memberships – Kapiti Petanque  

The Kapiti  Petanque Club bestowed Life 
Membership on three of their members at their 
2015 Annual General Meeting. These three women 
have given a total of 55 years‟ service to our Club 
and to New Zealand Petanque and for all of them, 
an important factor for joining a Petanque Club 
was that they could play a sport with their 
husbands. They worked hard in the formation of 
the Kapiti Club, and they enjoyed successes and 
made many friends during this time. 

KATH ALISON   

Kath along with 
husband Kaye were 
furniture shopping 
when the assistant 
asked if they played 
Bowls. They said no – 
they didn‟t like the fact that you had to wear white 
clothes- but thought they might have a look at the 
new Petanque Club. The assistant said they were 
talking to the right person as she was the 
Secretary of that Club.  They joined in 1999. 

Kath was co-opted on to the committee after being 
a member for just 6 months. Since then she has 
been a committee member  “quite a few times”, 
and Club President from 2003 to 2005 and again 
2012 to 2014. 

Kath has been Triples Champion twice 2007/8 and 
2010/11. Competition Champion in 2010/11 and 
Weekend Points winner in 2005/06.  

Kath has represented the Club in Casey Cup, 
Jacques Cochonnet and Interclub, the Region in 
the Tri star and New Zealand in the Trans-Tasman 
Trophy match.   

Also a New Zealand team went to the USA on a 
Friendly Tour and Kath was invited to play in that 
team.  

Kath has her Coaching Certificate, and some years 
ago ran coaching days every fortnight  for the 
Stroke Foundation.  

 

 

With husband Kaye she has played in Tournaments 
all over New Zealand, and even now  at the age of 
80 years is still a great competitive player. 

With Fay Doyle she ran the very popular Over 70‟s 
Tournament until last year, when they handed it 
over to the Kapiti Club. 

FAY DOYLE  

Fay and her late 
husband Ken, were 
chatting over the fence 
with their neighbour, 
who mentioned that 
she had to go, as she 
was off to Petanque. They decided to go and have 
a  look and they were hooked, and joined the Club 
in 1997. 

Fay was Club President in 1999/2001, and WPA 
President for the following 2 years.  She was 
Triples Champion 3 times between 2001 – 2011, 
and Club Captain 2003/04. She has represented 
the Club in the Casey Cup, Jacques Cochonnet and 
Interclub as well as representing Wellington Region 
against Auckland in the Chanticleer Cup and 
against Canterbury and Southern in the Tri Star.  

Fay is also a Club Coach and we are very pleased 
that, with Kath, has agreed to continue coaching 
our Club members, also with Kath she also ran the 
Over 70‟s Tournament until last year. 

 

 
 
 
 

Club President Jo Maxwell 
presents Life Memberships 

Petanque NZ Vol 4 Issue 9 - September 2015   5



 
 

 

 
BEVERLEY MASON  

Beverley and her 
late husband John 
were foundation 
members of our 
Club. They were 
friends with past 
members Harry and Laurie Clark, who told 
them about this Club that was just starting 
and so they became members in 1996. 

Beverley was Club Captain 2005/6 and 
2012/13 – she said that would be the only 
way she would get her name on a Board in 
the Club Rooms! She served as club secretary 
for 4 Presidents – during this time the new 
Club rooms were being built, and this 
required many letters, especially to the 
District Council, and Beverley undertook 
these duties very capably.  

She also served as Secretary for the WPA for 
2 years. She represented the Club when she 
played in the Casey Cup team, which she 
says she enjoyed immensely.  

Always a great supporter of our Club she 
travelled from Wanganui to Masterton and 
also Upper Hutt to cheer our players on – 
even to the extent of sharing a Motel with 
Eddie Campbell, so she could support him 
playing the Champion of Champion Doubles. 
She has also supported the New Zealand 
team playing in the Trans Tasman, travelling 
to Horowhenua, Auckland and Clareville.  

She has many happy memories of her time as 
a member of this Club and in recent years 
was often heard to say “what we used to do!” 

These three members now join the late Rex 
Hayes who was inducted as a Life Member in 
2014. 

 

 

 

 

 
Ode from a Frustrated Petanque 
Player 
 
After spending five months recovering from a 
heart block, including a bit of a setback, 
Shirley MacDonald, from Otaki Petanque Club, 
was inspired to put pen to paper, mainly due 
to impatience! 
 

I'm having a 'winter of discontent' 
I don't know where those months all went 

 
I want to get back into the fray 

The urge to play will not go away 
 

It actually started in the autumn 
who on earth would have thought, um... 

 
My heart decided to have a pause 
a bit of a blockage was the cause 

 
I carried on with all my might 

not knowing something was not right 
 

The game of petanque must be to blame 
but who can turn down the chance of a 

game? 
 

Dicky tickers, breaks and sprains 
it never pours, it only rains 

 
We battle on despite the ailments 

because some of us just have no sense 
 

But could you imagine life without us 
a 'family' of players like ours is a plus 

 
Whenever there is a win in sight 

each one of us, to the end, will fight! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

I stayed up all night to see where the sun 
went – then it dawned on me! 
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Ashburton College Students 
Hooked on Petanque  
 
Shannon Crequer and Emily Hickman are two 
names to look out for in the Petanque world. The 
Year 13 pair started playing in late September 2014 
when Ashburton local player, Richard Browne, put a 
flyer in the school notices, calling for youth 
petanque players.  Richard’s motivation behind 
starting up the youth programme was to grow 
petanque in Ashburton and also raise the standard 
of competition locally. Richard is a primary school 
teacher, so his passion for petanque and helping 
youth is vital and he feels that the most potential 
within the sport lies with younger players. He 
enjoys going the extra mile to encourage young 
people to play, especially those who wouldn’t 
normally think about playing.  

Shannon and Emily competed in the South Island 
Doubles Tournament after just one month of 
playing. The duo managed to squeeze through to 
the top 16 after the first day. Although never having 
played in wet conditions, the girls surprisingly beat 
the top seeds. Crequer and Hickman finished the 
tournament in a respectable 16th place.  

Crequer’s next big opportunity arose in late 
November 2014 where she got the chance to 
represent Canterbury. The team ended up in a well-
positioned second place after defeating Wellington 
and Southern Region.  Hickman was unfortunately 
unavailable as she was training with her national 
basketball team. 

These experiences fuelled the girls’ passion to play 
and they continued to train with Richard over the 
summer holidays. Most recently the pair combined 
with Browne to compete in the South Island Triples 
tournament held in Christchurch. After an exciting 
two days the trio placed 6th. Crequer and Hickman 
then joined with past Ashburton College pupil, Deon 
Biggs, to form a youth triples team to compete at  

 

Nationals where they ranked 15th while also gaining 
the Youth Triples National title.  

This year Shannon and Emily plan on competing in 
as many tournaments as possible while coaching 
the young group of College students that they 
mentor on a Wednesday afternoon at the local club. 
The girls’ goal is to get as many young people 
involved in the sport as possible by the end of their 
final year at Ashburton College.  

 

 

If you have made mistakes, even serious 
ones, there is always another chance for 
you. What we call failure is not the falling 
down but the staying down. 

- Mary Pickford  

Legendary silent film actress 
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Duchess – by Claire Bradburn 

 
Hello my name is Duchess, and I have taken 
up residence at the Silverstream Bowls and 
Petanque Club as their mascot. I used to live 
with my family north of Upper Hutt but when 
they split up we moved to Silverstream. 

I liked it at the new house but my human 
father got some little dogs! They didn‟t take 
any notice of the fact that I was there first 
and should be in charge. Instead they stole 
most of my food and chased me away so I 

had to forage for 
anything I could 
get.  

While I was 
foraging, I found 
a group of 
humans who 
were either 
rolling big balls 
along the ground 

or throwing shiny balls through the air at 
other balls. All very strange. I was very wary 
of these strange humans but I soon found 
that if I let myself get close to them they 
would stroke me and even give me bits of 
what they were eating. 

Then my human father and the dogs went 
away and left me behind. I got very thin and 
my beautiful long haired coat got hard to 
keep clean. I spent more and more of my 
time with the strange humans, some of whom 
seemed to realise my plight and started 
putting food out for me. This helped but it 
wasn‟t until the greenkeeper, Don, decided to 
be my friend that I got food on a regular 
basis.  

The weather got colder and the people rolling 
the big balls went away but the shiny ball 
throwers stayed around and talked to me, 
stroked me and let me watch what they were 
doing. I found the shiny balls were too heavy 

for me to play with but I like sitting and 
watching them.  

 

One day a shiny 
ball thrower, 
Barbara, was 
talking to Don 
about me. She 
had asked Susan 
from Pet Vet if 
they would look after my health. I don‟t like 
vaccinations but my family used to tell me 
they were good for me. 

A couple of days later Barbara brought me 
lots of things, a nice brush for my coat, a big 
warm bed with a hood, new bowls, a big bag 
of special food, toys for me to play with and 
best of all a bed warmer! Don and Barbara 
were as excited as I was. It seems that the 
Pet Vet people wanted to make sure I had 
everything I need for the rest of my life. They 
are so nice I didn‟t mind when they gave me 
my vaccinations. 

I am such a lucky cat. My bed gets warmed, 
my coat gets brushed and I am well fed. 
Being at my Silverstream Club with all my 
human friends makes me feel so good.  
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From time to time sports 
organisations need to refresh 
themselves in order to try to retain 
current members and attract new 
ones. The Manawatu Pétanque 
Club is no exception. 
A few pétanque enthusiasts 
founded the club in 1997 on a 
terrain adjacent to a bowling club 
and a tennis club on Fitzherbert 
Avenue, a main road into 
Palmerston North. In 2008 the club 
was moved from its original site to 
a more extensive, but less visible, 
location alongside another bowling 
club with which it shares clubroom 
facilities. Much good work was 
done in establishing the club on its 
new terrain. Membership numbers 
grew from nine members to about 
thirty members.  
This year it was reckoned that the 
club was in good heart but needed 
some fresh initiatives to add 
momentum to the solid base 
established by previous 
committees. The club decided on a 
rebranding strategy. First of all, 
using a collaborative leadership 
approach, committee functions 
were reorganized on a delegated 
basis to spread work more evenly 
among committee members. This 
involved some twenty-six different 
functions to ensure that all areas 
were covered.  
It was decided that the club should 
boost its sense of identity and 
pride. A member mentioned that 
he knew of a long redundant 
flagpole which was rescued and 
subsequently erected beside the 
terrain. This led to the suggestion 
that a flag be created. Brittany 
Adams, a young design student at 
the local UCOL polytechnic, was 
asked to develop the logo image 
on the flag. The new flag uses the 
vertical red, white and blue colours 
of the French flag with the middle 
panel displaying the image of a 
boule inset with a wind-turbine, 
Manawatu’s distinctive landmark. 
This central logo on the flag was  

 
 
 
 
also printed on the back of the 
club’s polo shirts to make them 
more identifiable.  
The flagpole and flag were officially 
launched at the club’s annual 
melee on the 9th May 2015. 
Founder members of the club were 
invited to the ceremony in 
acknowledgement of the debt that 
the club owes to them for their 
early enthusiasm. 
The club strengthened its policy of 
entering as many tournaments as 
possible. New members are 
especially encouraged to attend 
the popular melees held by other 
clubs in the Wellington region. To 
promote participation notices of 
forthcoming events are posted and 
car sharing encouraged. The club 
has also participated in coaching 
days aimed at improving the 
performance of members. The 
hosting of tournaments is also 
being developed. 
A new letterhead was designed on 
the premise that the club would 
stand a better chance of attracting 
sponsorship if it had a well-
designed letterhead. Small 
‘business card’ style cards have 
been produced for easy 
distribution. This card shows the 
basic information of club address, 
playing times and contact 
telephone numbers and has a 
splash of colour in the form of the 
club’s new flag and logo. 
Additional work has been done on 
the terrain under the guidance of 
long-time member Don Thompson. 
For example, old pallets had been 
converted into sitting benches and 
sited between the pistes. New 
shelter screens have helped to 
lessen the effects of the wind. Sun 
and rain awnings are being 
designed to provide more 
protection from the elements. 
Further work is under way to  
 

 
 
 
 

improve club signage. Relations 
with the bowling club are being  
strengthened through such 
activities as joint sports days and 
increased liaison with its 
committee members. The club has 
also encouraged local Probus clubs 
to play pétanque on its terrain; a 
useful additional source of income 
and publicity. 
It is realized that we live in a 
changing world. People are 
diversifying their social and leisure 
activities. It is noticeable that 
bowling and tennis clubs are often 
facing declining memberships. 
However, petanque offers a new 
activity. Pétanque has been called 
the greatest game of which people 
have never heard, a deficiency we 
hope to rectify. Progress so far has 
relied on using local talent, being 
resourceful, and increasing 
awareness, but the task is far from 
finished. We are not treading this 
path alone. It would be good to 
know what other clubs have done, 
and are doing. Advice and 
suggestions for further progress 
from readers would be welcome.  
 

MANAWATU PÉTANQUE CLUB’S REBRANDING STRATEGY 
- By Alan Cameron 
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It’s that time again, the New Zealand Masters Games 
are back! The Games are scheduled in Dunedin 30 
January – 7 February 2016 and we are expecting over 
5000 people. The event line-up is huge, 60 sports 
from Petanque to Yachting and everything in 
between. Whether you wish to compete for a medal 
or give something a go in a social category – there is 
something for everyone! Be a part of New Zealand’s 
largest sporting event and smile as you tick it off your 
bucket list. Check out www.nzmg.com or visit the 
NZMG Facebook page for the latest games 
information and entertainment. Registrations are 
open now, what are you waiting for? 

 
 

 
 

Green Prescriptions  

A Green Prescription (GRx) is a 
health professional‟s written advice 
to a patient to be physically active, 
as part of the patient‟s health 
management.  

Everyone needs to be active and eat 
well to maintain a healthy lifestyle, 
but sometimes people need a little 
help to get started and this is where 
the GRx is used. Petanque is 
included in their schedule for 
physical activity, with information 
explaining the physical and mental 
benefits of the sport. 

There is no payment associated 
with the prescription, but some 
sports provide an initial discount for 
those that come through the 
programme.  

There are clubs throughout NZ who 
have already had players introduced 
to Petanque through the Green 
Prescription initiative. 

68,000 adults are expected to be 
given Green Prescriptions in 
2016/17.  

This represents a large number of 
people who are encouraged to take 
up a physical activity, many of 
whom would be ideally suited to 
play Petanque.  

FYI: The GRx is the abbreviation or 
term, the Ministry of Health and all 
associated health professionals use. 
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Statistically Speaking! 

By John Greig (New Zealand Open Men‟s 
Team Coach) 

How well are you preforming? 
We all have goals and aspirations of doing 
well, making that final, even making that 
winning shot, but! Have you considered the 
actual percentages that you need to perform 
at to actually make a national final, obtain 
national selection, and make the World 
Team? 
As most New Zealand Open Men now know, 
having a good playing percentage is 
paramount to assisting them in not only 
gaining selection, but ensuring a place in 
that elite team. 
The use of statistical information relating to 
the success, or for that matter failure, of 
each shot, is critical in obtaining an 
indication as to how well, not only the 
individual players are preforming but how the 
team is preforming. 
And don‟t forget having that information on 
the opposition quickly shows their weakness. 
Stats don‟t lie unless the person imputing the 
information makes an error. 
 
So where are we going with this? 
At all New Zealand selection camps, players 
will be assessed during their games, with the 
objective being a truer indication of a more 
consistent performance level. Several factors 
happen! 
 

 Those not used to the process tend to 
get nervous and become too aware of 
the process instead of ignoring it, and 
getting on with their game. 
 

 Some worry that the game assessed 
was their bad game which will hinder 
their chances, but the reality is over a 
time period the true level of 
percentages will show through. 
 
 
 

 
 Players feel that they were assessed 

during a tougher match, making them  
look bad, but the point is that during 
a tougher match your playing level 
shows a more realistic indication of 
how well you are really playing. 
 

 They only used a couple of games, 
how fair is that, well the truth is when 
you apply for selection you will be told 
that there is a requirement to perform 
a pointing and shooting drill on a 
consistent time period, the results 
help to show consistency. 
 

The fact is that the more you are assessed, 
the more likely there is that your 
performance level will show exactly where 
you are during your game. 
 
So let‟s look at a team situation within 
games. 
There are quite a few scenarios to take into 
consideration. 
 

 Your team is playing at a level of 57% 
which is about average but the 
opposition, is playing at 48%, so 
really you should win. Not really, 
although you should win. If near the 
end of the game, you make a blunder 
and give away say a five all of a 
sudden from a 7 - 11 down to a 12 -  
11 up. Better stats but bad result. 
 

 The game appears tight but in reality, 
it is only because they have one 
player who can point that one boule in 
and you have trouble shooting it out. 
If you evaluate the overall team 
performance, a simple change of 
shooter might be all that is needed to 
turn things around. By using stats 
during the game you can see the 
trend as it happens, therefore able to 
make a change early enough. 
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Your team keeps getting near the 
finals but just seem to miss out each 
time. If you carry out a team stat 
over a time period you may find that 
there is a weak link in the team, in 
that their level of play under pressure 
is not good enough. Now it is a tough 
thing to say to a mate sorry, but you 
have got to go, or even better let‟s go 
do a bit of practice in the area lacking 
so when under pressure you are 
successful.      

 
Now there are some that say “yeah but it 
doesn‟t take into account a boule that saves 
2 or 3 points, in an end, but shows as a 
failure”. This point is quite true, but here is 
the big one. You can save 2 or 3 points every 
end but you will probably lose 13-0. 
It‟s all about playing winning Petanque 
because if you didn‟t want to win you 
wouldn‟t take the score. Right! 
 
So about those levels. 
To win a National tournament your 
consistency needs to be approx. 75%, and 
you will need to perform at up to 90% at 
times. 
 
At Trans-Tasman the level is the same as 
winning a national tournament and the most 
important fact is recognizing when you need 
to swap your players in a game. 
Oceania requires 75% and better more 
towards 80-85%. 
 
Worlds? Well to win you need to perform at 
90% consistently to stand a chance. You 
don‟t believe me, just ask the French!  
 
Here is the big one! 
What you need to achieve. 
Pointing- Each time you point you take the 
shot, learn to use side boules, to come in off, 
learn different shot delivery, not all terrains 
are the same. Focus a bit more for a shorter 
time frame,  
 
 

 
Shooting- Every time you need to move that 
boule, it doesn‟t need to be blasted out the 
back of the piste, just far enough to take the 
point, and if you do have a bit more flight in 
your shot with a softer delivery, you may  
find your boule sitting there right where you 
want it. 
So take stats on board, the rest of the 
sporting world has, for quite some time now.  
 
In a game of triples each player generally 
plays 18-24 shots. At 20 boules per player, 
10 winners gives 50%, 2 more winners will 
increase to 60%. Worth considering. 
 
There are many contributing factors to 
statistics. I have covered just a few within 
the Petanque game. I hope they can help 
you to understand your game and lead to 
better results. 
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While reading Petanque New Zealand 
August 2014, I came across the story on 
pages 4 and 5 about the Coventry 
Doubles tournament and the relationship 
between the Alexandra and Coventry 
Petanque Clubs. At that time Maryon and 
I were planning a trip to the UK in April / 
May, about the time of the year at which 
the tournament had been held in 2014. 
We contacted the President, Tony 
Thompson, and although the date for the 
2015 tournament had not been set, a 
date for the end of May was finally 
established.  
 
A few alterations to our itinerary meant 
that we would be able to participate 
before catching our flight home from 
London the following day. 
 
We were met at Coventry station by our 
hosts Tony and Betty and taken to their 
home on the outskirts of the city. We 
were made to feel most welcome and, as 
Tony and Betty had recently visited New 
Zealand, we had lots to talk about.  
After a couple of days sightseeing, 
including trips to Coventry City, Warwick 
and a performance of The Merchant of 
Venice at the Royal Shakespeare Theatre 
in Stratford on Avon, it was time for 
some petanque. 
 
Most of the petanque in the UK is based 
around pubs and, although we had taken 
our boules with us, we had not found 
any pistes during our travels through 
Cumbria, North Wales and Shropshire. 
So it was off to The Burnt Post for their 
Friday evening club night. We were both 
a bit rusty, but it was good to get back 
into some friendly competition again 
followed, of course, by a pint or two in 
the pub. 
 
On Saturday Tony and Betty took us  
on a tour of the Cotswolds. Although we 
have lived in England before, we had 
forgotten how lovely the English  

 
countryside and villages are in the 
springtime. We did a delightful walk from 
Upper Slaughter to Lower Slaughter 
beside the lovely River Eye. (The 
Slaughters are not places of gruesome 
killings – the name comes from an old 
Anglo Saxon word “slothe” meaning 
“muddy place”). A lovely sunny spring 
day, lots of bluebells, daffodils, 
primroses and roses just coming into 
bloom, creamy sandstone houses, all 
beside a mill and stream. 
 
Competition day on Sunday dawned cool 
and drizzly, but with prospects of fine 
weather later in the day. We helped Tony 
and his committee set up the terrain 
including lots of NZ bunting and flags. I 
had brought two bottles of Schist Hills 
Pinot Noir, from our vineyard in 
Alexandra Basin, and Tony had bought 
some Brancott Estate Sauvignon Blanc 
for prizes. 
 
Twelve teams took part in the 
tournament. Obviously we were the 
most travelled, but a couple from Cardiff, 
Wales had also made the journey that 
morning. Although the terrain could 
accommodate 16 teams, with that 
number it would have been quite 
crowded and the pistes were unstrung. 
As it was, boules had to be marked and 
removed when they strayed into the 
adjacent games. All games were played 
with friendly rivalry including lots of 
laughs and jokes. 
 
The pistes were quite varied. The larger 
areas had been recently re-gravelled, 
with a small amount of loose material on 
top. One of the smaller pistes was quite 
hard and another had quite a lot of grass 
on it. We did not play on the grassy piste. 
Games were 45 minutes + two ends and 
another end if scores were still tied. 
After three games we all adjourned to 
the pub for a buffet lunch (and a pint). 
In the afternoon we had two more 
games and the award ceremony. 
Considering our lack of practice, Maryon 
and I did reasonably well. We lost our 
first game (to Tony and Betty) 13 – 5, 
lost our second game (to last year's 
winners) 8 – 7 and won our last three 
games. 11 – 9, 13 – 10, 13 – 4,  
 

Alexandra Doubles 
Tournament held at The Burnt 

Post, Coventry, England on 
May 31st 2015 
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finishing 5th overall. It was great fun and 
the participants appreciated the effort 
we had made to be there. 
 
Following the prize giving Maryon and I 
were presented with Coventry Petanque 
Club T-shirts. After farewells it was then 
a trip to the station and the beginning of 
the long trip back to New Zealand with a 
stop to visit relatives in British Columbia 
on the way. 
 
We would like to thank Tony and Betty 
for hosting us and to the members of 
the Coventry Petanque Club for making 
us feel so welcome. We really 
appreciated the opportunity to travel 
halfway around the world and participate 
in the game we enjoy. The relationship 
between the Coventry and Alexandra 
Clubs is something special and we hope 
that this association will continue long 
into the future. 
 
For a report on the tournament and 
more photographs visit the Coventry 
Petanque Club site 
http://coventrypetanque.weebly.com/ 
 
David and Maryon Beer 
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Interesting Places to Find our 
Game Being Played  

– Graeme Morris 
 

During our recent trip to Europe, I was, of 
course, on the lookout for people playing 
petanque. The first place I found a petanque 
piste was very unexpected. We were visiting 
a friend in the Emirates. Our friend picked us 
up from Dubai and drove us to the city where 
she lives which is called Al Ain. The distance 
between the two cities is 150km and took us 
about an hour and a half. A straight 4 lane 
highway all the way with desert each side of 
the road. Occasionally we came across 
camels being trained for camel races. 

The next morning Noeline took us for a drive 
around the city and out  into the surrounding 
desert. We drove up what is basically a 3,000 
ft barren rock and at the top was the Mercure 
Grand Jebal Hafeet Al Ain Hotel. This was like 
an oasis at the top of the rock. We walked 
around the hotel and looked out into the 
desert towards Oman. As we walked around 
the hotel I saw a sign saying Petanque. Here 
were two petanque pistes end on end in this 
amazing 
environment. 
Unfortunately, 
I wasn‟t able 
to play but did 
have my photo 
taken 
pretending to 
play. 

 

 

 

 

 

The next place I came across petanque 
(deliberately) was in Luxembourg Park in 

Paris. I had been there before and knew 
where they play petanque. Linda and I took a 
walk through the park about 1.30pm on a 
beautiful sunny spring day, hoping that the 
local club was meeting at about 2pm. Sure 
enough, there was one game in action and a 
woman and two men were on the adjoining 
piste just throwing boule. I presumed they 
were waiting for another club member to 
turn up. I stepped over on to the piste and 
gestured to them that I could make up the 
4th player if they wanted. They did and they 
found me a set of boule. 

I teamed up with one of the men and we 
played the other two. I had a wonderful 
afternoon. We played two games (lost the 
first and won the second). There is nothing 
like playing the game in the country of origin. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

I began reading a book about anti-
gravity – I can‟t put it down! 
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From Paris we left for a cruise down the 
Rhone River. Along the way I saw petanque 
being played in two places. 
The first was when we stopped at Lyon. Right 
alongside where the ship berthed there were 
several pistes. There were a couple of games 
involving teenagers just having fun games. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We cruised on down the river and the next 
place we saw petanque was in the lovely 
town of Arles. 
As we got off 
the ship to 
walk through 
this beautiful 
medieval town 
there was an 
area that 
looked like a 
perfect place 
for petanque. 
Sure enough, 
when we 
came back 
along the riverbank there was a group of 7 
men playing. They all appeared to be playing 
in one game and I couldn‟t quite work out 
who was on who‟s side. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We finished our cruise in Monte Carlo and 
then had a few nights in Nice. We wanted to 
go back to Saint Paul de Vence which is a 
hilltop medieval village that has the café de 
la Place and petanque piste which features 
on the Integrale boule poster some of you 
may have seen. I had played here twice 
before but didn‟t play this time. The main 
objective was to wander the beautiful little 
alleyways of the town looking at all the art 
and craft shops. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Note the concrete block. They had a lot of fun 
putting the cochonnet up against it! 

 

 

Left and above, local 
club players at St. Paul 
de Vence 
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Playing Calendar 2014 – 2015 Season 

Date Tournament/Event Venue 
September   
Saturday 5th  Hawkes Bay Classic Doubles  

 
Napier City Petanque Club 

Sunday 6th  
Sunday 6th  2 Boule Triples  Oamaru 
Wednesday 9th  Auckland Seniors  Cockle Bay 
Saturday 12th  Social Doubles  Waikouaiti 
Sunday 13th  
Saturday 19th  WPA Singles Championship  

South Island Singles  
Horowhenua Petanque Club 
St. Kilda Sunday 20th  

Sunday 27th  Kapiti Memorial Melee  Kapiti Petanque Club 
Sunday 27th  Auckland Singles Championship  Gribblehurst Park 
October   
Saturday 3rd  PNZ National Singles 

Championship  
Horowhenua Petanque Club 

Sunday 4th  
Friday 16th  WPA Shooting Championship  Kapiti Petanque Club 
Saturday 17th  WPA Doubles Championship  

Auckland Regional Doubles  
Cromwell Doubles  

Kapiti Petanque Club 
Kennedy Park 
Cromwell 

Sunday 18th  

16 – 18  FIPJP Men‟s Confederation Cup  New Caledonia 
Wednesday 21st Pac „n‟ Sav Over 60s Epsom 
Saturday 31st  FIPJP Junior World 

Championship  
Bangkok Thailand   

November   
1st – 3rd  FIPJP Junior World 

Championship  
Bangkok Thailand   

5th – 8th  FIPJP Women‟s World 
Championship  

Bangkok Thailand   

Saturday 7th  PNZ National Doubles 
Championship  

Herne Bay 
Sunday 8th  
Monday 9th  PNZ Open Representative 

Selection camp   
Herne Bay 

Wednesday 18th  WPA Senior Doubles 
Championship  

Kapiti Petanque Club 

Thursday 19th  Over 80 Melee  Horowhenua Petanque Club 
Saturday 21st  Wanganui East Open Triples  Wanganui East Petanque Club  

 Sunday 22nd  
Wednesday 25th  Kapiti Super Seniors (over 70) Kapiti Petanque Club 
Saturday 28th  Khandallah Triples  Khandallah Petanque Club 
Saturday 28th  Southern Tri-Star  Otaki Petanque Club 
Sunday 29th  
December   
Saturday 5th  PNZ National Senior Doubles 

Championship  
Kapiti Petanque Club 

Sunday 6th  
Monday 7th  PNZ Senior Representative 

Selection Camp  
Kapiti Petanque Club 

Saturday 12th  WPA Open Triples  Manawatu Petanque Club 
Sunday 13th  Haines Trophy Wellington vs 

Hawkes Bay 
Manawatu Petanque Club 

January 2016  
Saturday 16th  Khandallah Mixed Doubles  Khandallah Petanque Club 
Saturday 23rd  Kapiti Open Doubles  Kapiti Petanque Club 
Sunday 24th  
Saturday 30th  New Zealand International Open  Herne Bay Petanque Club 
Sunday 31st  
February   
Saturday 6th  PNZ National Women‟s Triples  Wellington (Venue TBA) 
Sunday 7th  
Saturday 27th  WBS Open Triples  Masterton 
Sunday 28th  
March   
Saturday 5th  PNZ National Triples 

Championship  
Wellington (Venue TBA) 

Sunday 6th  
9th – 12th  Oceania Championship  Vanuatu 
19th – 20th  Trans-Tasman Trophy  Alexandra 
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Auckland 

Cockle Bay  
Shelly Beach Parade 
Cockle Bay, Auckland  
Judith Lyon 09 535 5846 
ianjud@paradise.net.nz 
Epsom 
77 The Drive, Epsom 
Raewyn King 09 625 5823 
epsombowls@xtra.co.nz 
Herne Bay 
Salisbury Reserve, Salisbury St 
Herne Bay, Auckland 
Laurel Priestley 09 378 7082  
clem.laurel@gmail.com  
Hibiscus Coast 
Hibiscus Coast Leisure Centre  
Brightside Road  
Stanmore Bay  
Bill Peachey 09 4205130 
bill.lynn@hotmail.com 
Kennedy Park  
J.F. Kennedy Park  
Castor Bay 
North Shore City 
Angela and Miles Maxted 
094783138 
Angela.maxted@gmail.com 
Mt. Albert Vikings 
Gribblehurst Park 
203 Sandringham Road 
Auckland  
Georgio Vakauta 021 1579782 
gvakauta@ellis.co.nz 
Northcote 
Maritime Terrace 
Little Shoal Bay 
Barry or Sina Anderson  
09 8451966 
barrieandsina@xtra.co.nz 
Panmure Pioneer 
Gribblehurst Park 
203 Sandringham Road 
Auckland  
Andrew Mailei 09 5253745 
maileia@sjc.school.nz 
St. George 
Shelley Beach Parade 
Cockle Bay 
Howick Auckland  
Jayne Heron 09 5339521 
j.heron@xtra.co.nz 
St Heliers 
St Heliers Bowling Club 
Vellenoweth Green 
Goldie Street, St Heliers 
Adrienne Grogan 09 5756617 
flying.angel77@xtra.co.nz 
Stanley Bay  
20 Stanley Point Road  
Devonport 
Charles Parley 09 4452517 
parleys@xtra.co.nz 

 
West End  
West End Bowling Club  
9 Hamilton Road  
Herne Bay  
Grant Hackett 09 8279973 
info@petanque.net.nz 
Central 
Bay View 
Murray Porter 06 8367023 
murray.porter@nz.hjheinz.com 
Hawkes Bay Lawn Tennis/ Squash 
Higgins Street  
Marewa, Napier 
Robin Johnson 06 8243330 
robinj@xnet.co.nz 
Napier City 
Nelson Park 
Kennedy Road (City End), Napier  
Angela Cottingham 06 8442103 
napierpetanque@gmail.com 
Rotorua 
Government Gardens  
Rotorua 
Trevor Neilson 07 3463370 
trevorandsue@xtra.co.nz 
Tauranga Bay of Plenty Club 
Mt. Maunganui 
Kawaka Street 
Neita Stewart 07 5723768 
stewartneita@gmail.com 
Thames 
Beach Road, Thames  
David Legge 07 8685322 
dllegge@xtra.co.nz 
Whakatane 
Whakatane Rose Gardens  
McGarvey Road  
Johan Groeneveld 07 3087121 
igroen@xnet.co.nz 
Wellington 
Hataitai 
Hataitai Bowling Club 
159 Hataitai Rd 
Hataitai 
Margret Fleck 04 2358474 
Fleck-cowper@clear.net.nz 
Horowhenua  
Western Park 
Tiro Tiro Road, Levin 
Thelma Massey  
tmassey@clear.net.nz 
Kapiti 
Paraparaumu Domain 
Aorangi Road, Paraparaumu 
June Cody 04 9040568 
jbcody@clear.net.nz 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Manawatu 
74 North Street 
Palmerston North 
Noeline Corley 06 3542632  
palmy.corley@xtra.co.nz 
Masterton 
Queen Elizabeth Park 
Masterton  
Graeme Morris 06 3787331 
graememorris@xtra.co.nz 
Otaki 
15 Waerenga Road  
Otaki 
Val Clarke 06 3645213 
val-david@xtra.co.nz 

 
 

 
Park Avenue  
Lower Hutt 
Simon Grant 049383210 
grants@paradise.net.nz 
Silverstream 
28A Penrose St. Lower Hutt 
Owen Davie 04 5695387 
daviefamily@xtra.co.nz 
Upper Hutt 
Maidstone Park, Upper Hutt 
Colleen Horton 04 5284991 
hortonr@clear.net.nz 
Wanganui East 
101 Wakefield Street, Wanganui 
Christine Strichen 06 3477304 
aquajet@sportwanganui.co.nz 
Windy Hills 
Waitangi Park  
Wakefield Street, Wellington 
Susan Norman 04 4782029 
norms.ds@xtra.co.nz 
Canterbury/Tasman 
Christchurch 
North Hagley Park beside Victoria 
Lake, Christchurch 
Pat O’Shea 03 3882693 
osheafamily@paradise.net.nz 
www.christchurchpetanque.org.nz 
Nelson 
Paruparu Road, Nelson 
Adrienne Lorimer 021 2125874 
addu@clear.net.nz 
Papanui 
 310 Sawyers Arms Road  
Christchurch 
Alice Maguigan 02102208441 
amaguigan@vodafone.co.nz 
Alexandra  
Cnr Shannon & Kenmare Sts 
Alexandra 
Sandra Hay 03 4288448 
slhay@xtra.co.nz 
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Ashburton 
115 Racecourse Road Ashburton 
Secretary Marion Harrison 
033022733; Email 
sfharrison@xtra.co.nz 
Caversham 
Right of Way off Hazel Ave 
Kew Park, Dunedin 
grapam 021 0579713 
stefany@kinect.co.nz 
www.sportsground.co.nz/cavershamp
etanqueclub 
Cromwell 
Old Cromwell Town Precinct  
Beside Lake Dunstan 
Madeline Kilgour 03 4451861 
petanquecromwell006@gmail.com 
www.sportsground.co.nz/petanquecro
mwell 
Dunedin City petanque 
81 Eglington Road 
Mornington, Dunedin 
Cathryn Lyall 034897471 or  
0278130413 
Excelsior 
Centennial Park, Oamaru 
Alec Clarke 03 4371590 
caraduncan@xtra.co.nz 
Kingswell 
50 Brown St, Invercargill 
Richard Pubben 03 2165009 
rpubben@xtra.co.nz 
Milton 
Next to Pipe Band Hall 
Main Street, Milton 
Moira Hastie 03 4178542 
a.w.hastie@kinect.co.nz 
St. Kilda 
St. Kilda Bowling Club 
33 Royal Crescent, St. Kilda  
Dunedin 
Wendy Farlam  03 4544202 
phillipwendy@gmail.com 
Club Southland  
115 Leet Street, Invercargill 
Evelyn Glennie 027 3586007 
romalloyd@kol.co.nz 
Timaru Town & Country 
99 Douglas Street, Timaru 
Karilyn Murray 03 6861782 or 
027 4835576 
karilynmurray@xtra.co.nz 
Waikouaiti Petanque Club 
Sports Complex 
Matakana Drive, Waikouaiti 
Anthony Nally 03 4657662 
waiknallys@xtra.co.nz 
Petanque Taieri 
Brooklands Park 
Wickliffe St, Mosgiel 
Richard Hambleton 03 4862232 
oldrimu@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

2016 New Zealand 
Open 

30-31  January 2016 
 

We have many clubs 
working together as a 
team to make this 20th 
NZ Open a special 
celebration. It will be 
very exciting and 
memorable for all that 
are a part of it.  
We are offering prizes 
that we believe will 
attract the overseas 
players and spread it 
down through the 
various divisions 
so that players of all 
levels have something 
to play for. We are 
hopeful that many 
players throughout 
NZ will make a decision 
to support what will be 
a great festival of 
Petanque.  
 
Allan Fletcher on behalf of 
the 2016 New Zealand 
Open Sub-committee. 
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